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REMARKS ON THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION OF BAPTISM ACCORDING 
TO THE FORMS OF THE PRO- 
TESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


The ordinance of Baptism, which 
our Saviour appointed as the initia- 
tory rite of his religion, is of a most 
solemn and interesting character, 
and manifestly intended by him to 
be accompanied with a distinct and 
public confession of faith in the Gos- 
pel, and to be so administered as to 
promote the good of his Church and 
the glory ofhisname. Our Church 
also attaches to it a high degree of 
importance, and ih her admirable 
Liturgy has made all necessary pro- 
vision for giving great solemnity and 
effect to the administration of it.— 
However men may differ in opinion 
about the meaning and the expedi- 
ency of a particular phrase which 
occurs in the thanksgiving towards 
the close of the Baptismal service; 
yet there can be but one sentiment 
among the truly pious, as to the ex- 
cellent impression which the entire 
service is calculated to make, not on- 
ly on the parties immediately inte- 
rested, but upon all who witness its 
celebration. 

How solemnly does the Church 
remind us of the fallen condition of 

Vol. 7,....N0. 10.54 








every child of Adam and the indis- 
pensable necessity of a change of 
heart, in the introductory exhorta- 
tion—“Forasmuch as, all men are 
conceived and born in sin, and our 
Saviour Christ saith none can enter 
into the kingdom of God, except he 
be regenerate and born anew,” &c. 
How carefully has she provided for 
the religious education of those who 
are baptized at her fonts, by requir- 
ing, ‘‘when they can be had, for eve- 
ry male child to be baptized, two 
godfathers and one godmother—and 
for every female, one godfather and 
two godmothers.” And how mani- 
festly does it appear, from the very 
nature of the vows required of them, 
that she expects sponsors to be per- 
sons of good report for soundness 
in the faith and holiness of life. Be- 
fore ‘the sign and seal of the cove- 
nant” is administered, the candidate 
for Baptism is required to promise 
and vow either in his own person or 
by his sureties to “renounce the de- 
vil and all bis works, the vain pomp 
and glory of the world, with all co- 
vetous desires of the same, and the 
sinful desires of the flesh, so as not 
to follow nor be led by them—to be- 
lieve all the articles of the Christian 
faith, as contained in the Apostles’ 
Creed—and by the Divine help to 
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keep God’s holy will and command- 
ments, and walk in the same all the 
days of his life.” Is it not manifest 
to every reflecting reader that none 
but a converted and pious believer 
can with sincerity enter into such 
engagements! How prodigious is 
the hypocrisy and guilt of those who 
take these solemn words upon a 
thoughtless tongue—and present at 
the altar of God, under all the affect- 
ing circumstances of a sacramental 
engagement, vows and promises 
which they have no fixed and seri- 
ous intention of performing! Is not 
the great Head of the Church insult. 
ed, and his ordinance abused or pro- 
faned, by the careless and unmean- 
ing promises of those who make the 
baptismal vows without any ade- 
quate sense of their import—and 
who, notwithstanding their cove- 
nant engagements, live “after the 
course “of this world and not after 
Christ”? Would it not be an im- 
provement in the discipline of our 
Church, if a canon should be passed 
making it obligatory on the clergy 
to require that there be at least one 
pious communicant among the spon- 
sors for every child who is baptized? 
Such a canon would, to a conside- 
rable extent, cure the evil above no- 
ticed and give additional security to 
the Church for the religious educa- 
tion of her children. 

When the baptismal service is du- 
ly administered—when there is con- 
fidence in the piety and sincerity of 
the parents and sponsors, and rea- 
son to believe that the child has 
been offered and dedicated to God 
in faith, we may experience a de- 
lightful conviction that the Lord ac- 
cepts and approves this charitable 
work—that He will embrace the 
child thus offered to Him with the 
arms of his mercy--and we may, 
without mental reservation, and with 
full satisfaction and comfort, use the 
thanksgiving which follows. 

Under these circumstances, where 
all relating to the Baptism is well 








done, according to the command- 
ment of the Saviour and the design 
of the Church; we may believe that 
the sign of the cross with which the 
new church member is marked, wilf 
prove atrue “token” of his future 
course, and that he will through 
erace boldly “confess the faith of 
Christ crucified,—manfully fight un- 
der his banner against sin, the world, 
and the devil, and continue Christ’s 
faithful soldier and servant unto his 
life’s end.” 

In the goncluding exhortation we 
are presented with anadmirable sum- 
mary of the duties connected with 
and resulting from Baptism, as they 
are respectively binding upon spon- 
sors and those whom they represent. 
The former are bound to “train up”’ 
those for whom they have answered 
‘in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,” by instructing them as- 
siduously and faithfully in the doc- 
trines and duties of the Christian re- 
ligion, and by going before them as 
their guides in the way to Heaven: 
the latter are bound “to follow the 
example of our Saviour Christ, and 
to be made like unto him; that as He 
died and rose again for them, so 
should they die from sin and rise 
again unto righteousness; continual- 
ly mortifying all their evil and cor- 
rupt affections, and daily proceed- 
ing in all virtue and godliness of liv- 
ing.” 

None of the devotional offices of 
our Church are more pregnant with 
important instruction, or better cal- 
culated to produce a happy moral 
effect, than the one referred to;— 
and it behoves the Clergy to inquire 
whether they are not depriving their 
people of an important part of the 
spiritual edification to which they 
are entitled, and which the Church 
has wisely prepared for them in this 
valuable service, whenever they de- 
viate from the directions which are 
given in the Rudricks as to the time, 
place; and manner of performing it. 

Amidst all the clamour which has 
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been raised in our day against a cer- 
tain class of the Clergy on account 
of a supposed breach of one of the 
Rubricks inthe Communion service, 
which, to say the least, is doubtful 
and equivocal in its character; it has 
been a matter of surprise to me, 
that the authors of this clamour have 
maintained the most discreet and 
unbroken silence with respect to vi- 
olations of the Rubricks in the Bap- 
tismal service, which are plain and 
unequivocal in their meaning, and 
not susceptible of more than one in- 
terpretation. This unwarrantable 
silence can be accounted for only by 
the more unwarrantable fact, that the 
individuals referred to, are perhaps 
more deeply involved in the trans- 
gression than any other persons 
whatever—I wish not to bring a 
“railing accusation” against any, but 
am willing to allow a reasonable lati- 
tude to all members of the Church as 
to the interpretation of articlesof faith 
and rules of discipline; but I may be 
permitted to suggest, that it would 
be well for those who are in the habit 
of denouncing their brethren for us- 
ing the Communion service only on 
Communion days, and omitting on 
other occasions, that part, which for 
the sake of supporting a particular 
‘nterpretation of the Rubrick, has 
been miscalled the ante-communion 
service, to reflect seriously on the 
admonition of our Lord, “et him 
that is without sin among you, cast 
the first stone.” None should feel 
authorized to impeach the character 
and motives of their brethren for a 
supposed breach of ecclesiastical 
rules, until they are fully convinced 
that they themselves can be justified 
by Rubricks and Canons. 

I am persuaded that the Rubricks 
relating to the administration of Bap- 
tism, are not well understood by 
Episcopalians at large; as there have 
been instances in which people have 
complained of the refusal of their 
ministers to Baptise in private hou- 
ses, except in cases of dangerous ill- 








ness and manifest necessity; and 
have justified their complaints by an 
appeal to the general practice of the 
Bishops and Clergy;—evidently sup- 
posing that that practice was coun- 
tenanced and supported by the laws 
of the Church. It is to be presum- 
ed, that if the people were correctly 
informed on this subject, they would 
cease to importune their ministers to 
violate a law which they feel to be 
binding on their consciences,—and 
that they would themselves cheer- 
fully’: comply with a regulation so 
reasonable in itself, and so manifest- 
ly calculated to promote the edifica- 
tion of the Church and the interests 
of true religion. I propose, there- 
fore, to notice briefly the directions 
of the Rubricks in relation to this 
point, and the commentaries on them 
by the best liturgical authorities: — 
happy shall I. be, if these remarks 
will have any tendency to revive a- 
mongst us the regular and primitive 
usages as to the administration of 
Baptism, and thereby give greater 
effect to an ordinance of Christ and 
the services of hig Church. 

It must be manifest to the most 
cursory reader of the Prayerbook, 
that the framers of it contemplated 
Baptism as essentially a public or- 
dinance, to be accompanied with a 
bold and open confession of faith— 
and never to be celebrated in private, 
unless under particular circumstan- 
ces:—and they have therefore most 
strictly guarded against “this thing 
being done in a corner”—and have 
made ample provision for the fudlic 
administration of it, by the most plain 
and positive directions as to flace 
and time. 

1. Astoflace. The very title of 
the first Baptismal service in the 
Prayerbook, is sufficiently explicit 
on this point. It is called “the min- 
istration of public Baptism of infants, 
to be used in the church.” 

“In the very early times of Chris- 
tianity,’’ says Dr, Vicholls, “whilst 


‘the faithful were under a state of 
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persecution, there was no settled 
place of administering the rite of 
Baptism. The Apostles baptized 
in ponds and rivers, and in any place 
where there was convenience of wa- 
ter. Thus Philip baptized the eu- 
nuch in a watery place, which they 


met with accidentally in the road. 


Acts viii. 38. But the Apostles 
likewise began a custom in their 
time, of baptizing in houses; and 
so it should seem that St. Paul was 
baptized, (Acts ix. 17, 18.) there be- 
ing no mention of any river; proba- 
bly the water which was about the 
house serving for that occasion.— 
The same seems to be the case with 
the jailor, who was converted by St. 
Paul, and was “baptized, he and all 
his, straightway.”” Acts xvi. 33.— 
This custom of baptizing in houses, 
where the congregations of the faith- 
ful met, continued for the first ages, 
when the persecution obliged them 
to perform all religious acts with as 
much privacy as might be. After 
the empire became Christian, and 
temples were every where erected, 
a baptistery, or room to baptize per- 
sons in, was joined to the church; 
where the persons who were baptiz- 
ed, had the prayers of the congre- 
gation for God’s blessing upon them. 
This being neglected by some per- 
sons, who performed the baptismal 
rites in private houses and oratories, 
they thereby seeming to slight the 
public baptisteries, occasioned the 
59th canon of the Constantinopolitan 
council under Justinianus the youn- 
ger: “Let not Baptism be celebrat- 
ed in any oratory within a private 
house; but they that would partake 
of an undefiled Baptism, let them go 
to the public churches, and there let 
them enjoy this gift. But if it shall 
be proved against any one, that he 
has transgressed against this ordi- 
nance, if he be a clergyman, let him 
be deposed; and if he be a layman, 
Jet him be excommunicated.” Our 
Church has not been so severe as to 
have recourse to excommunications 
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and depositions, upon the breaking 
in upon this duty; but she orders 
that “the Baptism be administered 
in the church,” in the public con- 
greyation; “that the congregation 
there present may testify the receiv- 
ing of them that be newly baptized 
into the number of Christ’s Church.” 
And it is a pity that so wholesome 
a constitution should be trampled 
under foot by the vanity of some 
and the compliance of others, tho’ 
there be not so great a penalty an- 
nexed to it as formerly was. 
Again—the rubricks preceding 
the office for the public Baptism of 
infants, and also that for the Bap- 
tism of those of riper years, require 
that the godfathers and godmothers 
shall present themselves with the 
child or person to be baptized, “at 
the font.” “There is an obvious 
remark to be made,” says Arch- 
deacon Sharpft, “upon this restriction 
as to place; namely, that no minister 
ought to use this public form ina 
private house.” “It is by no means 
to be used,” says Wheatley, “in any 
place but the church. It is order- 
ed to be said ‘at the font,’ in the 
middle of morning or evening prayer, 
and all along supposes a congrega- 
tion to be present; and particularly 
in one of the addresses which thé 
priest is to use, it is very absurd for 
him to tell the godfathers and god- 
mothers in a chamber, that “they 
have brought the child thither to 
be baptized,” when he himself is 
brought thither to baptize it. It is 
still more absurd for him in such a 
place to use that expression, “grant 
that whosoever is Aere dedicated to 
thee by our office and ministry,” &c. 
Yor he knows that the word “here” 
cannot be applicable to the place he 
is in; nor yet has he any authority 
to omit or alter the form.” “In our 
own Church,” says the same writer, 
‘ssince our unhappy confusions, this 
office hath been very frequently 
made use of in “private,’’ and some 
ministers have thought themselves, 
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to prevent the greater mischief of 
separation, necessitated to comply 
with the obstinacy of the greater and 
more powerful of their parishioners; 
who for their ease or humour, or for 
the convenience of a more splendid 
and pompous christening, resolving 
to have their children baptized at 
home, if their own minister refuse 
it, will get some other to do it.— 
But such persons ought calmly to 
consider, how contrary to reason and 
the plain design of the institution of 
the sacrament this custom is. For 
what is the end of that sacred ordi- 
nance, but to initiate the person into 
the Church of Christ, aud to entitle 
him to the privileges of it? And 
where can there be a better repre- 
sentation of that society, than in a 
congregation assembled after the 
most solemn and conspfuous man- 
ner for the worship of God, and for 
the testifying of their communion in 
iif Where can the profession be 
more properly made before such 
admission; where the stipulation giv- 
en, where the promise to undertake 
the duties of a Christian; but in such 
an assembly of Christians? The or- 
dinance is certainly public—public 
in the nature and end of it; and there- 
fore such ought the celebration of 
it to be; the neglect whereof is the 
less excusable, because it is so easily 
remedied.” 

Having thus sufficiently consider- 
ed the directions of the rubricks as 
to the place, let us turn our atten- 
tion, 

2. To those respecting the time 
at which Baptism is to be adminis- 
tered. ‘The people are to be ad- 
monished,” says the rubrick, ‘that 
it is most convenient that Baptism 
should not be administered but upon 
Sundays, and other holy-days, or 
firayer days. Nevertheless (if ne- 
cessity so require ) Baptism may be 
administered ufion any other day.” 
The obvious design of this rubrick 
is, to discourage the people from so- 
citing the Baptism of their chil- 
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dren even in the church, except on 
Sundays, holy-days, and other occa- 
sions when a congregation is assem- 
bled for the purposegof public wor- 
ship. The latter clause provides, 
that “if zecessity so require, Baptism 
mav be administered on any other 
day.” The following remarks up- 
on this excepting clause, by Arch- 
deacon Sharp, will be sufficient for 
our present purpose. “It doth not 
appear that we of the clergy have 
any power lodged with us to judge 
and determine what are those cases 
of “necessity” or “inconvenience,” 
which deserve a dispensation or ex- 
ception from the general rule. It 
is said that “‘the people shall be ad- 
monished to bring their children to 
be baptized “only on Sundays or 
other holy-days.””. Which I sup- 
pose with regard to us, is no more 
than a general direction to discou- 
rage their neglect of this rubrick as 
we have opportunity, and to put 
them in mind, as often as there shall 
be occasion to remind them, to bring 
their children when there is a con- 
gregation to witness their Baptism; 
at least on such days and at such 
hours as there is public service per- 
formed. And if they comply with 
the rubrick thus far, as to bring their 
children to church on any day when 
there is stated service, taking upon 
themselves to answer for the ‘“ne- 
cessity”’ of the case—I do not see 
that the Baptism of their children 
can be refused or postponed.” 
Again: The Church has not only 
been thus particular in requiring 
that Baptism be administered in the 
church, and on some occasion of 
public worship, but has also speci- 
fied the precise part of the public 
service when the administration shall 
take place. It shall be “either im- 
mediately after the last lesson at 
morning prayer, or else, immedi- 
ately after the ast lesson at evening 
frrayer, as the Minister by his dis- 
cretion shall appoint.” “It will be 
observed,” says the author last quo- 
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ted, “that Baptism ought never to 
be deferred till the stated service is 
over, where it can be performed in 
time of servicey”’ 

It is not improbable that some 
who read these remarks, and have 
never before turned their attention 
to the subject, will be surprised to 
find that the laws of the Church so 
plainly and imperatively require the 
public and solemn administration of 
that initiatory ordinance, which is 
so commonly performed in private, 
without many of those accompania- 
ments which make the regular ce- 
lebration of it a most affecting and 
edifying spectacle. ‘Surely,’’ they 
will be ready to say, “the common 
practice is not destitute of all autho- 
rity—-the Church must have made 
provision for the private administra- 
tion of Baptism, under some circum- 
stances.” Yes! she has—but, un- 
der what circumstances? Onturn- 
ing to the office “for the ministration 
of private Baptism of children” (the 
Church has provided no service for 
the private Baptism of adults) ‘in 
houses,’ we find a rubrick in the 
following words: ‘And also, they 

the ministers | shall warn them [the 
people | that without like great cause 
and necessity, they procure not their 
children to be baptized at home in 
their houses. But when need shall 
compel them so to do, then Baptism 
shall be administered as followeth.”’ 
The office of private Baptism is ex- 
tremely short; consisting only of the 
application of water in the name of 
the Trinity, and the thanksgiving; 
the portion of Scripture, the cove- 
nant vows, the prayers, and the ex- 
hortations of the public office, are 
not found in this. In the language 
of Bishop: Sharrow, it contains “only 
the essentials, not the solemnities of 
Baptism.”’ It is evidently a service 
designed only for a trying exigen- 
cy, when the circumstances require 
haste. It provides only for an im- 
perfect performance of the holy rite, 
and the deficiencies are afterwards 








to be supplied if Providence afford 
the opportunity. ‘Whenever Bap- 
tism is administered in a private 
house,” says Archdeacon Yardley, 
“this private office only must be us- 
ed; and the Church must be under- 
stood to forbid the use of the office 
of public Baptism upon such occa- 
sions.’’ The writer of these remarks 
agrees with Bishop Cosins in the opi- 
nion that the meaning of the words 
“ereat cause and necessity”’ and “if 
need compel,” in the rubrick, may 
be thus expressed: “when the child 
is in sudden danger of death, and 
not likely to live so long a time that 
it may be brought to public Baptism 
in the church.” We seem to be 
restricted to this interpretation of the 
words by a subsequent rubrick, 
which provides for completing the 
solemnities#and supplying the defi- 
ciencies of this private Baptism.—. 
That rubrick declares, “yet, never- 
theless, if the child which is after 
this sort baptized, do afterwards 
live, itis expedient that it be brought 
to the church,.”’ And for what pur- 
pose is it to be brought to the church? 
Why, that the minister may, in the 
presence of the congregation, certify 
the validity of its Baptism—receive 
it into the Chureh—receive the vows 
and frromises of the shonsors——and 
use other parts of the public form 
which were omitted in the private 
ministration, 

It appears then, that the Church 
allows of private Baptism on/y in 
cases of dangerous sickness—and 
expects that if those who are so bap- 
tized, de afterwards live, that which 
has been privately done shall be 
publicly ratified and confirmed, and 
that her baptized children shall be 
“received into the congregation of 
Cnrist’s flock” with all the holy so- 
lemnities which properly belong to 
so affecting and interesting a trans- 
action. It surely must be a matter 
of grief to all who love the sober 
forms of our Zion, and desire her 
spiritual prosperity, that her plain 
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directions with respect to the admin- 
istration of the holy sacrament of 
Baptism, are not more generally and 
cordially followed both by ministers 
and people. “It cannot be doubt- 
ed,’ says the Bishop of Connecticut, 
“that it is the imperious duty of eve- 
ry clergyman to use his utmost en- 
deavours to abolish the practice of 
private Baptism within his cure, ex- 
cept in cases of rea/ necessity; and 
where he administers it in such ca- 
ses, to employ the same endeavours 
to have the Baptism afterwards cer- 
tified in the church.” 

I am aware that very many con- 
scientious men, who wish to obey 
the rubricks themselves, and to see 
them generally obeyed by others, 
will perceive difficulties in the way 
of the accomplishment of their wish- 
es, which appear almost insupera- 
ble. The people in many instances 
have a strong aversion to the duty 
of taking their children to church 
for public Baptism. But is this 
aversion felt by the truly pious, who 
‘Care not ashamed to confess the faith 
of Christ crucified’? No! they are 
willing at all times to own their 
Master, and walk publicly “in all 
the ordinances and commandments 
of the Lord blameless.”’ The op- 
position to this duty is generally ma- 
nifested by the gay—the thought- 
less—the unconverted; who know, 
and desire to know nothing of reli- 
gion, but the form—and that form 
of the most easy and accommodating 
kind. Is it not to be feared that in 
many cases, the aversion to public 
Baptism arises from a desire to make 
“the christening,” as it is called, a 
scene of worldly pleasure, rather 
than of solemn devotion—and from 
a belief that Christ may thus be 
confessed before a small circle of 
friends, and denied before the world; 
and that vows and promises are less 
binding when assented to in the par- 
Jour, than when offered publicly at 
the altar of God? Now, is it rea- 
sonable that the ministers of the 








Lord Jesus Christ should be requir- 
ed to consult the wishes and whims 
of such people in the administration 
of His ordinances and the perfor- 
mance of their duty to his Church? 
If they sacrifice their duty in one 
instance to gratify the man of the 
world by carrying one sacrament to 
his parlour, may he not feel embol- 
dened to request that they will car- 
ry the other sacrament to his closet, 
and give him a private communion, 
because forsooth, he feels unwilling 
to make a public profession of reli- 
gion? Let not this be thought an 
imaginary case, merely introduced 
to strengthen an argument:—The 
writer once received a request of 
this kind from a gentleman who 
seemed to have persuaded himself, 
that he might thus secure the bles- 
sings of the cross while he escaped 
its reproach. Does it not behove 
the clergy to inquire whether the 
practice of private Baptism, where 
the necessity which is spoken of in 
the rubricks does not exist, has no 
tendency to lessen the reverence of 
the people for the ordinances of the 
Church, and their respect for the 
character and office of the adminis- 
trators of them?—especially in those 
cases where there is a neglect of 
that holy prudence which Alisha 
manifested when Naaman the Syri- 
an visited him and was healed of his 
leprosy. 2 Kings, v. 26. 

It would be trespassing too far on 
the patience of my readers, to enu- 
merate the many other evils arising 
out of the irregular practice referred 
to; some of them will readily sug- 
gest themselves to every serious 
and reflecting mind;—I shall there- 
fore bring these remarks to a close, 
by a brief notice of the only plausi- 
ble objections which will be made 
by the friends of religion to a strict 
compliance with the rubricks res- 
pecting the ministration of Baptism. 

It may be said that in the coun- 
try parishes, embracing generally a 
large district of country, the distance 







Re 
— 


Fonds She ae 

tig de “wed 
a + 

“es = 


x 
= 
Ss 


se 


= _ 
Srenn 2S 
= => 


Spit a gry 
Steck ama 


on 
Sor SEA 


gees ote a 
a2 As 
7 

= 


att 


-* 


i= oe 


Se 


ko 


PPR ae 


DIRT BGR OCI Se Tt 
gest ya 


ae 

















































win tt) ee eee —— 
+See $8 ae Soe Ket gr, FS, ~ 


te eg nren— iin. 





432 LETTER FROM BISHOP ENGLAND. ° MAY, 


oftheir residences from the churches 
would prevent most of the parish- 
ioners from carrying their children 
thither to be baptized. This objec- 
tion manifestly does not apply to 
those who live in the vicinity, say 
within two or three miles, of their 
parish, church or chapel; for very 
young children are often carried a 
much greater distance, for no more 
important purpose than that of pay- 
ing a ceremonious visit. And with 
respect to those who live in remote 
parts of an extensive parish, and 
have not facilities for conveyance, 
there might be a full compliance 
with the sfirit of the rubricks, and 
a virtual obedience to their direc- 
tions, by appointing fudlic worship 
in a private house, and in the pre- 
sence of the assembled congrega 
tion, administering Baptism “after 
the last lesson of morning or even- 
ing prayer.” The minister might 
thus fulfil his duty in this important 
point, and at the same time have an 
opportunity of preaching the Gospel 
to some who never attend upon his 
ministrations either in church or cha- 
pel. 

In large towns and cities, the most 
plausible objection to a full compli- 
ance with the rubricks, is, that Bap- 
tisms would occur so frequently, 
that the admirable office of ministra- 
tion would lose the effect which it is 
intended to produce—and would add 
so much to the length of the stated 
services of the Church, as to weary 
the patience of the congregation.— 


But this objection would be easily’ 


obviated by adopting the practice 
which has long been pursued by 
some of our Bishops and Clergy with 
happy success. The practice allud- 
ed to, is that of setting apart a stat- 
ed occasion of morning or evening 
prayer for the purpose of administer- 
ing this ordinance to all who may be 
presented for the purpose. The af- 
ternoon of a communion Sunday, is 
perhaps the most appropriate time 
that can be selected; as this will af- 








ford the congregation the pleasure 
and profit of witnessing the celebra- 
tion of both sacraments on the same 
day. 

I ought perhaps to apologise for 
the length of these remarks, which 
have extended much farther than 
was originally contemplated; but my 
apology must be found in the impor- 
tance of the subject, and the solemn 
conviction of the writer, that a uni- 
versal obedience to the laws of the 
Church, would, through the Divine 
blessing, powerfully contribute to 
the spiritual edification of her mem- 
bers and the increase of pure and 
undefiled religion. P. K. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP ENGLAND. 
Augusta, (Geo.) April 3, 1826. 
REVEREND SIR: 

I have this day received the The- 
ological Repertory for March. I 
observe its first article is part of a 
letter addressed to me, but I know 
not by whom. As the subject of 
which the writer treats, is one the 
discussion of which under present 
circumstances could tend to no good 
purpose that I can discover, I beg 
through your pages to inform him, 
and your readers, that I did not agi- 
tate it, and I shall not discuss its me- 
rits. 

Suppose the Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons of the Protestant Churches 
were all validly ordained, the recog- 
nition of their orders would not be 
an assent to their doctrines. The 

eat question, indeed I may call it 
the only one of importance, would 
still be left untouched, viz: “Has the 
Roman Catholic Church departed 
from the doctrines of Christ, and has 
any one of the Protestant Churches 
corrected the errors of this depar 
ture.” 

For my own part, I am convinced 
that the Roman Catholic Churck 
has not erred in doctrine, and there- 
fore I look upon every departure 
from her tenets to be either wilfu! 
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and culpable error, or an excusable 
though unfortunate mistake: and 
whether this deviation is made and 
persevered in by a Pope or a layman 
is to me no justification for the error. 

Should I enter upon the discus 
sion to which the letter writer invites 
me, I believe great irritation to ma- 
ny good men would be one inevita- 
ble result. I consider this would be 
a serious evil, to compensate for 
which I see no probable correspond 
ing benefit. I beg leave therefore 
respectfully to decline the invitation 
so generously given, and also the 
title so unmeritedly bestowed upon 
me. Iam not, sir, “Bishop of the 
Roman Catholic Church.” That is 
the appellation of Pope Leo XII. 
Mine is far more insignificant, infi- 
nitely more humble. Itis, Rev. Sir, 


tj JOHN, Bishop of Charleston. 
Tothe Rev. Wm. Haw ey, 
&c. &c. &c., Washington, D. C. 


In presenting our readers with the 
preceding letter from Bishop Eng- 
land, we embrace the opportunity of 
saying that the subject to which it 
relates would not have been agitated 
by us but for the frequent attempts 
that are made on the part of Roman 
Catholics to weaken the confidence 
of Protestant Episcopalians in the 
validity and apostolic origin of their 
ministry. We are decidedly of opi- 
nion that the facts recorded in the 
history of the Reformation clearly 
demonstrate that whatever of minis- 
terial authority ever existed in the 
Church of Rome, or for the six cen- 
turies anterior to the period of her 
putting on the purple robe and triple 
crown, Is possessed and lawfully ex- 
ercised in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 

The papers addressed to Bishop 
England, the last of which will be 
found in this number, appear to us 
unanswerable. While, therefore, 
we approve and warmly commend 
the sentiments of the Bishop in de- 
clining the investigation of a subject, 
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the discussion of which he thinks 
would cause “reat irritation to ma- 
ny good men,” without any “pro- 
bable corresponding benefit;” we 
doubt not but that a man of his ge- 
nius, schooled in the artful sophistry 
and wily machinations of the Jesuits, 
could, were he to put forth his 
strength and breast himself to the 
contest, make, in the estimation of 
Papists, the worst side appear the 
better cause. 

But the prudent course the Bishop 
has chosen for himself, and the gen- 
tlemanly manner in which he has 
declined the controversy entitle him 
to the just praise of having, in this 
instance at least, conformed to the 
admonition of the Saviour, of “being 
wise as a serpent and harmless as a 
dove.” 

With regard to the great question 
he propounds, **Has the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church departed from the 
doctrine of Christ, and has any one 
of the Protestant Churches correct- 
ed the errors of this departure?” — 
we, who appeal “to the law and to 
the testimony,” as recorded by the 
hand of inspiration, and not to the 
tradition of erring man, for the truth 
or fallacy of Christian doctrine, find 
in that Church a wide departure 
from the doctrine of Christ, and a 
manifest correction of thst error in 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Among the most prominent in- 
stances, and perhaps the most de- 
structive to the souls of men, of this 
departure, is the doctrine of the 
merit of works, and the pleading of 
those merits for the mitigation of 
purgatorial fire in behalf of the au- 
thorofthem. This error, we think, 
is abundantly corrected in the 1!th 
article ef the Church. 

“Art. XI. Of the Justification of Man. 
We are accounted righteous before God, 
only for the merit of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ by faith; and not for 
our own works or deservings. Where- 


fore, that we are justified by faith only, 
is a most wholesome doctrine, and very 


1 full of comfort, as more largely is ex- 
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pressed in the Homily of Justification.” 

But the Church of Rome goes 
farther, and not only maintains the 
merit of good works and the privi- 
lege of transferring them for the be- 
nefit of others, but that they may de 
more than even what God requires. 


“Art. XIV. Of Works of Supereroga- 
tion. Voluntary works, besides over and 
above God’s Commandments, which they 
call Works of Supererogation, cannot be 
taught without arrogancy and impiety. 
For by them men do declare, that they 
do not only render unto God as much as 
they are bound to do, but that they do 
more for his sake than of bounden duty 
is required: Whereas Christ saith plain- 
ly, When ye Kave done all that are com- 
manded to you, say, We are unprofitable 
servants,” 

The next important error we 


would notice, is the idolatry of the 
Mass and the prohibition of the cup 
to the laity. God has been pleased 
to endow man with certain faculties 
for the purpose of enabling him to 
distinguish one object from another, 
and in no instance does he require 
him to abandon that power of judg- 
ment. Now the doctrine of tran- 
substantiation palpably contradicts 
the four senses of sight, taste, smell 
and feeling. As well might that 
Church maintain, that because Pe- 
ter in the original signifies a rock, 
when the Saviour said, “Thou art 
Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my Church,” that Peter, notwith- 
standing he had the appearance and 
possessed all the faculties of a man, 
was not one, but literally a moving 
rock or stone; also, the cup which 
contained the wine, and not the wine 
in the cup, was his blood. The 
worship, therefore, which Papists 
pay to the bread when elevated by 
the priest, appears to differ in noth- 
ing but in form from the idolatry of 
the poor pagan, who worships a God 
made of clay or wood. And as the 
sacrament consists of two kinds, the 
refusing of the cup to the laity de- 
prives them altogether of the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper. This 
the Protestant Episcopal Church 








has happily corrected. 

“Transubstantiation (or the change of 
the substance of bread and wine) in the 
Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved 
by Holy Writ; but it is repugnant to the 
plain words of Scripture, overthroweth 
the nature of a Sacrament, and hath giv- 
en occasion to many superstitions 

“The body,of Christ is given, taken, 
and eaten in the Supper, only after an 
heavenly and spiritual manner. And the 
mean whereby the body of Christ is re- 
ceived and eaten in the Supper, is faith. 

“The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
was not by Christ’s ordinance reserved, 
carried about, lifted up, or worshipped!”’ 

“The cup of the Lord is not to be de- 
nied to the lay-people: for both the parts 
of the Lord’s Sacrament by Christ’s or- 
dinance and commandment, ought to be 
ministered to all Christian men alike.” 

[ Articles 28 & 30. 

The insufficiency of the Scriptures 
for instruction in the knowledge of 
salvation, maintained by that church, 
we consider another departure from 
the doctrine of Christ; for the com- 
mand of God is “Search the Scrip- 
tures, for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life’; and the Saviour point- 
edly reproved the Scribes and Pha- 
risees for teaching the traditions of 
men, thereby making the command- 
ment of God of none effect. The 
Protestant Episcopal Church has 
put this subject on undoubted au- 
thority. 

“Art. VI. Of the Sufficiency of the Hol: 
Scriptures for Salvation. Uoly Scrip- 
ture containeth all things necessary to 
salvation: so that whatsoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is 
not to be required of any man, that it 
should be believed as an Article of the 
Faith, or be thought requisite or neces- 
sary to salvation. In the name of the 
Holy Scripture we do understand those 
Canonical Books of the Old and New 
Testaments, of whose authority was ne- 
ver any doubt in the Church.” 

The doctrine of purgatory evi- 
dently contradicts the very nature 
and end of Christ’s atonement, and 
were it carried to the extent which 
the principles involved in it, would 
authorize, it would completely over- 
throw the necessity of a Saviour.— 


For if the fire of purgatory can, in 
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a given time, purify from one sin, the 
extension of that time according to 
the number of sins, would purify 
from all sin: whereas the Apostle 
says, “the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from allsin.’? This error 
the Church has obviously correc‘ed. 

“Art. XXXII. Of the one Oblation of 
Christ finished upon the cross. ‘The of- 
fering of Christ once made, is that per- 
fect redemption, propitiation, and satis- 
faction for all the sins of the whole world, 
both original and actual; and there is 
none other satisfaction for sin, but that 
alone. Wherefore the sacrifice of Mass- 
es, in which it was commonly said, that 
the priest did offer Christ for the quick 
and the dead, to have remission of pain 
or guilt, were blasphemous fables, and 
dangerous deceits ” 

“Art. XXII. Of Purgatory. The Ro- 
mish doctrine cuncerning Purgatory, 
Pardons, Worshipping, and Adoration, 
as well of Images as of Reliques, and al- 
so invecation of Saints, is a fond thing 
vainly invented, and grounded on no 
warranty of Scripture, but rather repug- 
nant to the Word of God.” 

The articles above quoted were 
drawn up by men learned in the 
Scriptures and familiar with the er- 
roneous doctrines of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church. We here give their 
names, that our readers may find 
their faith in the Protestant religion 
strongly fortified by the example of 
men, who we venture to say were 
not inferior in learning, talents, and 
piety, to any uninspired men that 
ever lived. 

The Committee appointed to 
compose the Liturgy of king Ed- 
ward VI. were: 

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, who had a principal hand, not 
only in compiling the liturgy, but in all 
the steps made towards it. 

Thomas Goedrich, Bishop of Ely. 

Henry Randes, alias Holbick, Bishop 
of Lincoln. 

George Day, Bishop of Chichester. 

John Skip, Bishop of Hereford. 

Thomas Thirlby, Bishop of Westmin- 
ster. 

Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of Rochester, 
the most distinguished for piety, learn- 
ing and solidity of judgment of all who 
promoted the reformation. 
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Dr. William May, Dean of St. Paul’s, 
London, and afterwards Master of 
Queen’s College, Cambridge. 

Dr. John Taylor, Dean, afterwards Bi- 
shop of Lincoln. 

Dr. Simon Heynes, Dean of Exeter. 

Dr. John Redmayne, Master of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 

Dr. Richard Cox, Dean of Christ’s 
Church, Oxford. 

Thomas Robertson, Archdeacon of 
Leicester. 

Those most active in drawing 
up the Articles of Religion, were 
Cranmer and Ridley, though se- 
veral others were also engaged in 
their formation. 

Without further extension of these 
remarks, we will conclude with ob- 
serving that nothing is to be found 
in Scripture to authorize or sanc- 
tion the practice of that Church in 
the distinction of venial and mortal 
sins, granting indulgences, forbid- 
ding to marry, praying for the dead, 
auricular confession, extreme unc- 
tion, praying in an unknown tongue, 
the establishment of inquisitors, &c. 
&c. All these we believe are depar- 
tures from the doetrines of Christ; 
and we hope the worthy Bishop will 
ere long see his error, and in the 
magnanimity of a gentleman and a 
Christian, join the ranks of the truly 
primitive Protestant E. Church. 


LETTER ON ENGLISH ORDERS, 
BY A PROTESTANT EPISCOPALIAN, 
To the Right Reverend Bishop England: 
(Concluded from page 394.) 
Propfiosition 7th. Parker’s con- 
secration, sufifiosing the truth of the 
Lambeth register, was neither legal 
nor canonical; that is, it was neither 
according to the laws of the land, 
nor the canons of the Church, 
Matthew Parker, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, was consecrated ac- 
cording to the ordinal of king Ed- 
ward VI. which having been setaside 
in the reign of Mary, and intended 
to be restored by the act of Eliza- 
beth revising the book of common 
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prayer, was by some inadvertence 
omitted to be mentioned as a sefa- 
rate book. Now it requires no great 
powers of reasoning to show, that 
what was evidently intended to be 
done by parliament (whose neglect 
was not, in fact discovered till the 
time of the dispute between Bonner 
and Horn before alluded to) must 
in the judgment of any reasonable 
men, be considered as virtually done. 
The laws passed in the time of Ma- 
ry for re-establishing popery, and 
for undoing, what had been done by 
Edward for the Reformation, were, 
undoubtedly, considered nugatory 
upon the accession of Elizabeth, 
and certainly were not allowed to 
operate. The unusual clause in the 
the queen’s commission to conse- 
crate Parker, alluded to under the 
second proposition must be taken to 
cover any oversight of this nature; 
if indeed the oversight was of any 
importance under the circumstances 
of the case. 

An act of Parliament passed in 
the reign of Henry VIII. required 
that at the consecration of an Arch- 
bishop, there should be present and 
assisting, one Archbishop; and two 
other bishops, or else four bishops. 
Upon which requisition, we are fa- 
veured by your Convert, with the 
following luminous commentary. 
«When the laws speak of bishops, 
they mean not bishops deprived, such 
as Barlow, Scory, and Coverdale 
were, nor mere suffragans, such as 
Hodgskins, but such as actually en- 
joy the office or jurisdiction of bish- 
Ops; therefore Parker’s consecration, 
in which no one that was actually 
possessed of any bishopric in the 
realm had any hand, could not be 
legal.” He construes the laws to 
Suit his purpose, and then applies 
that construction to a case which 
could never have entered the heads 
of those who framed them. For at 
the time those laws were passed 
there could have been no probabili- 
ty that a necessity could exist, from 
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the want of bishops having jurisdic- 
tion, for calling in the aid of those 
who were without it. His inference 
then, is worth nothing. 

But, sir, your Convert, savs, the 
consecration was not canonical, and 
he cites the vi. canon of the great 
council of Nice, as prohibiting any 
one from being considered a bishop, 
who should be made such without 
the consent of the metropolitan; and 
he asserts that this is agreeable to 
the xxxv. canon of the <Apostles, 
which he does not cite. What he 
calls the canons of the Apostles have 
no claim whatever to the title; and 
if the xxxv. of those canons con- 
tains, as he would have his readers 
believe, a reference to the necessary 
exercise of the metropolitical power 
in the consecration of an Archbish- 
Op, or any other bishop, then it con- 
tains an absolute and undeniable 
proof that they are not apostolic ca- 
nons; for no advocate of prelacy, who 
would wish to be credited, will as- 
sert thatthe apostles established or 
knew of any such power. The 
Convert would unquestionably have 
cited that canon, as well asthe Ni- 
cene, if it had really countenanced 
his proposition. I may declare to 
your reverence, my confidence in 
the opinion that no authority for this 
proposition can be found in any of 
them. ‘The canon of the Nicene 
council must have been sufficiently 
oppressive at the time it was made. 
I know not whence the great coun- 
cil drew their authority for such an 
act, nor upon what page of the 
scriptures, the metropolitical power 
is given. None of the primitive fa- 
thers, as I believe, can be shown to 
claim any other authority for the 
patriarch or metropolitan than such 
as was founded upon the conces- 
sions of those whom he governed. 
Doubtless, the circumstances of the 
times called for a rule like this, and 
the motives which produced it may 
have been commendable. Almost 
the whole christian world was then 
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under the sway of one government, 
whose head, Constantine, presided 
in this council: a circumstance which 
musthave greatly elated its members 
depressed as they long had been by 
the tyranny of therulers of the em- 
pire. It was a plausible reason fo 
stretching power a little, and for try- 
ing, what has not been left to civil 
rulersonly, the expedientof govern- 
ing too much. Although these feel- 
ings probably,had their influence, yet 
considering the new and somewhat 
trying, because tempting, situation in 
which the members of that council 
were placed I would not rashly charge 
them with being governed by repre- 
hensible motives. The christian world 
owes much to that council. Notone 
of the dogmas or pretensions of the 
papacy receives any sanction from 
its acts. But were I evento admit, 
what I should suppose, even the 
most ardent admirer of the papacy 
would not readily admit, that the ca- 
nons for government or discipline, 
of any unquestioned council, were 
to be binding through interminabie 
ages, yet by no possible construc- 
tion can I allow that the bishop ot 
Rome, though claiming to be patri- 
arch of all the west, had any juris- 
diction whatever over the archbishop 
of Canterbury, and metropolitan of 
England. No spiritual power, not 
given in the scriptures, can have 
any foundation except upon the con- 
cessions of the governed. Govern- 
ment exercised on any other princi- 
ple than this, is usurped, arbitrary, 
and tyrannical. The English church 
boldly asserted her rights in this res- 
pect, and it may be information to 
your reverence, to be told, that of 
more than nine thousand ministers 
who had the charge of parishes on 
the accession of Elizabeth, only 
about one hundred and twenty open- 
Jy avowed their adherence to the 
papal principle, by refusing to con- 
form. 

But your Convert proceeds, 
“neither had he (Parker) the con- 








sent of the bishops of the province 
or of the majority of them (which is 
also required by the canons), or in- 
deed of any one of them, without 
which his consecration made in op- 
position to them, and to allother 
bishops of the church, {an assertion 
obviously untrue, fur who were his 
consecrators! | was not only unca- 
nonical, but plainly schismatical.” 
Now, sir, did not this Convert know 
at the time he penned this sentence, 
conveying an unqualified reproach, 
that at the time of Archbishop Par- 
ker’s consecration, there was but 
a single bishop in both the provinces 
of England, to use his own phrase, 
in the actual pfrossession of any 
bishopric, for all the rest had been 
legally deprived? And that upon 
the principles advanced in this, his 
seventh proposition, it was impossi- 
ble for any bishop to be consecrated, 
for any diocess in England? The 
laws, ufion his construction of them, 
require what was not to be had, and 
the requisition which he makes from 
the canons it was equally impossi- 
ble to fulfil, forthere was no metro- 
politan of England. The conse- 
quence upon these principles would 
be, that England would have been 
wholly deprived of the Episcopal 
order; and this for form’s sake mere- 
ly, no wise man would have been 
willing to submit to. 

Proposition 8th. Matthew Par- 
ker could not, either in virtue of his 
consecration, or his confirmation to 
the see of Canterbury, made by 
Barlow, Scory, &c. and commis- 
sioned thereto by the queen, have 
any frastoral jurisdiction in that 
see; nor be considered authorised 
thereby to confirm or consecrate 
other bishofis, for the other sees of 
the frrovince of Canterbury; nor 
execute any other branch of spirit- 
ual authority within the realm: and 
consequently those who have no ju- 
risdiction or authority but whatis 
derived through this channel, have 
indeed none at all. 
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The meaning of this proposition 
as specified by your Convert, sir, 
seems to be this, that the bishop of 
Rome, claiming as pope or patri- 
arch to have pastoral Jurisdiction 
over all England, did not give to 
Archbishop Parker any authority t6 
exercise pastoral jurisdiction over 
the province of Canterbury, and 
consequently the archbishop, what- 
ever might be his claims, and 
though he was, in every respect, the 
equal of the bishop of Rome, in fact 
and of right, yet according to this 
Convert he could not exercise pas- 
toral jurisdiction over the clergy and 

people of that see, nor have authori- 
ty to Institute pastors, zor hold 
courts, nor make decrees, inflict 
censures, &c. This proposition, sir, 
is so very absurd—it interferes so 
preposterously with the civil and re- 
ligious rights of mankind, now so 
well understood, that, your rever- 
ence will allow me to say, I am 
strongly inclined to the opinion, that 
your Convert’s book was not intend- 
ed for the eyes of protestants, but to 
settle and strengthen in the hearts 
of the followers, of the Roman pon- 
tiffa deep and lasting hatred and 
contempt against that church which 
was the bulwark of the Reformation, 
and which in the words of the mar- 
tyr Latimer, “kindled such a light, 
as no waters should be able to 
quench.” The patriarchal power 
of the bishop of Rome over England, 
if he was ever rightfully possessed 
of such power, must have ceased in 
fact, when England ceased to be a 
Roman province. Years before the 
consecration of Archbishop Parker, 
the English church and nation had 
openly denied the jurisdiction of the 
Pope in that country, and refused to 
submit to it. And the only authori- 
ty which in the nature of things, and 
the circumstances of the times could 
be allowed in the case, was permis- 
sion from the government, and ac- 
quiescence by the clergy and people. 
This was infinitely better authority 
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for Archbishop Parker, than the 
bishop of Rome is able to show for 
the lofty and arrogant pretensions of 
the papacy. 

Propfrosition 9th. In the whole 
rite by which priests are ordained 
according to the ordinal of king 
Edward VI. (which alone was used 
Jor a hundred years by the Protes- 
tants of England ) there is nothing 
that implies or gives the power of 
the priesthood. And therefore all 
that time there was no priesthood 
among them, and consequently there 
is none now: for whence should 
their modern ministers have recov- 
ered what their forefathers lost 
above a hundred years before? 

The whole force of this proposi- 
tion lies in the fact, that the term 
firiest is understood by the Papal 
church in the sense of Sacerdos, 
and in the reformed prelatic church 
inthe sense of Presbyter. Your 
Convert says that “In all the form 
| above alluded to] there neither is 
the word friest, nor any word equiv- 
alent, nor any word signifying or 
necessarily including power ¢o offer 
any sacrifice; but only the power of 
forgiving sins, and perhaps of 
preaching and of dispensing or ad- 
ministering the sacraments, but not 
of consecrating or offering, which 
is the peculiar function of the priest- 
hood.” The English church find- 
ing no warrant in scripture, or even 
in the writings of the primitive fa- 
thers, for considering the priesthood 
of the christian church as a sacrifi- 
cing priesthood, has never assumed 
or pretended to convey the power | to 
offer sacrifices. 

Your Convert, sir, endeavours to 
support his sense of the term by as- 
serting that, “the office of a priest is 
thus described by St. Paul, Heb. v. 1. 
“Every high priest [and he says 
there is no difference in this respect 
between high and low] taken from 
among men, is ordained for men in 
things pertaining to God, that he 
may offer gifts and sacrifices for 
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sins.” Hence the principal func- 
tion of the christian priesthood is to 
consecrate and offer up to God, the 
sacrifice of the body and blood of 
Christ.”” He does not say in so 
many words that St. Paul, the sup- 
posed author of the epistle to the 
Hebrews, was describing the office 
of a christian priest, but it is obvi- 
ous, that he wishes to be so under- 
stood. I fear, sir, that your Convert 
is greatly beyond his depth, when 
he would seek to draw from this 
epistle any countenance to the no- 
tion of a sacrificing priesthood in 
the church of Christ. I know, sir, 
that he is supported in this notion 
by some very extraordinary notes 
upon this epistle in a certain trans- 
lation of the scriptures, of some- 
what limited circulation: but com- 
ments which fositively contradict 
the literal and evident meaning of 
anauthor, can be of no great au- 
thority in any case with those who 
value the opinions of the author; 
and of no value whatever, where, 
as in this case, the author was in- 
spired. That church which asserts 
the supremacy of the Roman pon- 
tiff as the successor of St. Peter 
who neither claimed, nor was allow- 
ed, any supremacy, may conceive 
herself authorised to pervert the ob- 
vious meaning of scripture, when it 
militates against her pretensions; but 
it is wonderful that any christian, 
possessed of common sense, should 
not revolt at such glaring perver- 
sions of scripture truth, as will meet 
his sight in some of the notes upon 
the epistle to the Hebrews in what 
is known as the Doway translation 
ofthe Bible. To me it appears, sir, 
and I am astonished that it can ap- 
pear otherwise to any one; that the 
very object for which the epistle 
was written was to prove that all ne- 
cessity for a sacrificing priesthood 
was done away by the great sacri- 
ficgof Jesus Christ. In the passage 
which the Convert quotes above, 
the apostle is engaged in stating the 


essential character, not of the CAris- 
tian, but of the Hebrew priesthood, 
in order to introduce a comparison 
between that priesthood, and “che 
afiostle and high priest of our frro- 
Session, Jesus Christ.”” Accordingly 
having made this statement, as far 
as was necessary for his present 
purpose, he goes on to say, so also 
Christ glorified not himself to be 
made an high priest,’oc. That this 
was the intention of the apostle is 
more fully shown by the following 
verses, which are subsequent to that 
quoted by the Convert. 

For the Priesthood—that is, the 
priesthood which he had described 
in the Convert’s quotation—deing 
changed, there was made, &c. vii. 12. 

They truly were many piriests, 
because they were not suffered to 
continue, by reason of death: but 
this man—that is, Jesus—because 
he continueth forever, hath an un- 
changeable firiesthood, 23. 24. 

Who (Jesus) needed not daily as 
those high firiests to offer upft sacri- 
fice, first for his own sins, and then 
for the peofile’s; forthis he did once 
when he offered up. himself. 27. 

Now of the things which we have 
spoken this is the sum: We have 
such an high priest, who is set on 
the right hand of the throne of the 
majesty in the heavens. viii. 1. 

By one offering he hath pfrerfect- 
ed forever them that are sanctified. 
Whereof the Holy Ghost also, is a 
witness to us: for after that he had 
said before, “this is the covenant 
that I will make with them in those 
days, saith the Lord, I will put my 
laws into their hearts, and in their 
minds will 1 write them, and their 
sins and iniquities will I remember 


these is, there is no more offering 
Jor sin. x. 14. 

It may be possible to pervert these 
passages, but their meaning is so 
obvious that no one can misunder- 
stand them; and if these are, as is 








| supposed, the words of St. Paul, 
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your reverence must bear with me, 
while I say, that could that holy 
apostle appear again upon the earth, 
he would find it necessary to with- 
stand to the face the pretended fol- 
lowers of St. Peter, as resolutely as 
he once did the apostle himself; and 
another epistle to the Romans would 
bear witness of his indignation at 
this perversion of his writings. Be- 
tween the author of the epistle to 
the Hebrews, who maintains that 
the great sacrifice required by the 
freofile’s sins had been made, and 
that there was no more need for the 
daily sacrifice for sin, and your 
Convert, who contends that the prin- 
cial function of the christian 
priesthood is to consecrate and offer 
uf. to God, the sacrifice of the 
body and blood of Christ, surely, 
sir, there could be no communion. 
The Protestant Episcopal Church 
of Great Britain and America, is 
content to take sides with the apos- 
tle; and her priesthood is satisfied 


with the power of the keys, preach- 
ing the gospel, and administering 


the sacraments. The church, to 
which your reverence belongs, 
claims more for her priesthood, but 
it is a claim she never yet has been 
able to substantiate from the word 
of God; and there is no hazard, sir, 
in the assertion, that she never will. 

Proposition 10th. Toinsist up- 
on the necessity of such orders as 
the present English hierarchy pre- 
tends to claim, is condemning the 
reformation. 

1. Because—says the Convert— 
no other branch of the reformation, 
besides the Protestants of England, 
either has, or ever pretended to have 
any such orders; or ever pretended 
to any succession of bishops of the 
church of Rome. 

It is of no importance to this 
question whether the succession 
was derived through the bishops of 
Rome, or not. There are many 
other channels by which a succes- 
sion, as valid in all respects as hers, 
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could be derived. 

Your Convert says, sir, that xo 
other branch of the reformation 
either has, or ever had any eftisco- 
fralorders, Is it possible, sir, that 
he had never heard of the Protestant 
Episcopal churches of Poland and 
Sweden and Denmark? Did he 
know nothing of the churches of the 
Albigenses and Waldenses? Alas! 
sir, who was it that washed them 
away from the earth in rivers of 
their own blood? Were the Mora- 
vian brethren too humble for his no- 
tice? Itis true, sir, they may not 
have been spoken of in the same 
breath with the college of the pro- 
faganda fide, but they have donc 
sumething for which they ought to 
be known. A poet has said truly, 
as well as beautifully, of them, that, 
Fired with a zeal peculiar, they defy 
The rage and rigour of a polar sky, 
And plant successfully sweet Sharon’s 

rose 

On icy plains, and in eternal snows. 
Your Convert, though he says on 
his title page that he compiled his 
work from ancient and modern con- 
trovertists, had probably never read 
any works but those on his own side 
of the question; and from them he 
never learned that there were six or 
eight bishops in Ireland, consecrated 
by popish prelates, with all the po- 
pish formalities; who took the oaths 
required by Elizabeth, kept their 
sees, and transmitted the Episcopal 
authority to others their successors! 
He knows not that there was in Scot- 
land the remnant of an Episcopal 
and Protestant church, although that 
church had deserved something at 
his hands for its undue but steadfast 
attachment to a popish and exiled 
prince, and although by her peculiar 
appeal to Parliament, she had of late 
years excited much attention in Eng- 
land! Ofall these facts he was ig- 
norant, and he has published his 
ignorance without hesitation jg .the 
world, 

2. “Because the first fathers, and 
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apostles of the Reformation, began 
and carried on that work upon quite 
other principles, and were absolute- 


ly strangers to the modern notion ot 


a succession of bishops, consecrated 


by other bishops, and a necessity of 


orders derived from them.”? Your 
Convert names several of the re- 
formers as of this opinion, although, 
sir, itis a notorious historical fact, 
that most of them, perhaps we might 
say all of them except Knox, ex- 
pressed their regret, that they were 
obliged to do without bishops, be 
cause the bishops would not reform. 
The church of England, however, 
as yourreverence will allow, cannot 
be called upon to defend any orders 
but her own. The opinions of Bar- 
low and Cranmer, even admitting 
that at the time referred to they 
were as your Convert states, can 
have little bearing on the question, 
when we recollect, sir, that the opin- 
ions of the other divines given at the 
same tine were de: idedly Episcopal. 
Cranmer’s opinions in the difficult 
period of the Reformation are known 
and allowed, to have been in some 
respects fluctuating. Itisnot usual 
that the minds of men unaccustom- 
ed to investigation, should reach, at 
a single effort, their ultimate stand- 
ard of opinion; and my confidence, 


- sir, in Protestant episcopacy is much 


increased by the fact, that men 
whose opmions when first released 
from popish trammels, were so va- 
rious, did at length, after sober in- 
vestigation, settle down atthe same 
point. Whatever, then, may be 
said of Barlow’s and Cranmer’s 
views on this point, yet it is incon- 
testible, both that they submitted to 
consecration themselves, and parti- 
cipated in the consecration of others; 
and these acts can, by no means, 
sir, be predicated of men who denied 
the Episcopal power, and the ne- 
eessity of Episcopal consecration. 
Your Convert,—allow me, sir, the 
credit of patiently following his steps 
—refers also to the xxiii. article of 
Vol.-7......N0. 1056 








the English church as demonstrating 
to his satisfaction, and he is some. 
times easily satisfied, that the com- 
pilers of the articles knew nothing 
of the necessity of Holy Orders 
given by bishofis to entitle any man 
to the ministry: and he makes this 
assertion, with as much confidence, 
sir, as if the ordinal did not rest up- 
on, and was not essentially a part of 
the xxxvi. article! Had he never 
heard, sir, that the English Puritans 
objected to the articles of the church 
for the very reason among others 
that they suppose the jure divine 
of Episcopacy? Your reverence, 
doubtless, knows this well; or should 
you have any doubt of it, I could 
sir, were it not for my engagement 
with regard to quotations, soon scat- 
ter allof them. But vour Convert 
quotes Bishop Burnett’s authority. 
Well, sir, and what does Bishop 
Burnett say? Does he allege any 
fact, or any document upon the sub- 
ject?’ For he lived entirely too late 
to know the opinions of the compi- 


_lers of the articles from themselves. 





Nothing of the kind. But he gives 
his opinion. True, he does; and his 
opinion is entitled to respect; but it 
is not an authorised exposition of the 
article, and he even admits in the 
same work that he differed in opin- 
ion, from the compilers of the arti- 
cles in several respects. But it 
must be evident to any one who 
will take the trouble to read what 
bishop Burnett has written upon the 
XXlil. article that the amount of his 
opinion is no more than is expressed 
in the words with which he dismis- 
ses it: “the general words in which 
this part of the article is framed, 
seem to have been designed on pure 
pose notto exclude them, {the for- 
eign reformers.| It is very proba- 
ble, and, who will deny the policy 
of such a course, that the English 
reformers had no wish to displease 
those on the continent by a direct 
censure on the modes which neces- 
sity and not choice had compelled 
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them to adept. 
Your Convert repeats the often 


refuted assertion that, when three 
Presbyterian ministers went to Lon- 
don in the reign of James the first, 
to be episcopally consecrated for 
the Scotch churches, Bishop Bau- 
croft maintained that the ordination 
of Priests ought to be esteemed va- 
lid. Collier, whom he quotes a 
few lines afterward, could have told 
him better. The truth is simply 
this. Bishop Andrews of Ely re- 
quired that they should first pass 
through the intermediate orders of 
Deacon and Priest by episcopal or- 
dination; to this Bishop Baucroft 
objected on the ground that the 
episcopal power might be conveyed 
at a single consecration, even upon 
Laymen, and to justify this principle 
he cited the cases in the ancient 
church, of Ambrose, bishop of Mi- 
jan, and Nectarious, bishop of Con- 
stantinople, neither of whom re- 
ceived any ordination but that to the 
episcopate. Bishop Baucroft has 
been condemned by our enemies o7 
the other side, as being the first of 
the English divines who maintained 
the divine right of episcopacy! And 
yet both classes of objectors expect 
to be believed! 

Proprosition 11th. In the prin- 
ciples of the generality of Protes- 
tants, the English orders which they 
pretend to derive from Rome, ought 
to be esteemed void, and of no effect. 

In explaining this proposition, the 
Convert alludes toa practice which 
has prevailed among some Protest- 
ants, of calling the Papal church the 
whore of Babylon, and the Pope him- 
self, Anti-Christ. He does not deny 
the propriety of these appellations, 
but says it must be madness or 
worse, for those that hold this 
to pretend to derive their priest- 
hood from the Pope or church 
of Rome. I will freely grant the 
justness of his inference,—it must 
be madness. But, sir, are his pre- 
mises good?——Was this pretense 
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ever made? Has any writer of the 
English church ever asserted that 
the orders of that church were 
derived from the Pope? If so, sir, 
I should like to be told who he was, 
and when he lived, and what was 
his reputation; for utterly do I deny, 
that it has been done by any writer 
of reputation. To assert, moreover, 
that the church of Rome as a body 
had any concern in conveying Holy 
orders to the English church, is the 
very madness with which he arraigns 
us. No writer of the English church 
has blundered into such an absurdi- 
ty. Bishops of the Roman church, 
and of churches in communion with 
that church, have assisted at the cen- 
secration of English bishops, and 
these bishops have reciprocated, and 
assisted at similar acts. lhe benefits 
and the obligations are mutual, and 
your Convert, if he had properly ex- 
amined the subject would have found 
them tobe so. Augustine and his 
coadjutors, were, I admit, sent to 
England as missionaries by Gregory 
the dishofy but not the ~fofe of 
Rome; a distinction, which I trust I 
need not summon the ghost of Gre- 
gory to enable your reverence to 
understand. Augustine found in 
Britain eight or ten christian bishops 
as lawful, and as canonical as him - 
self, or he that sent him, and with a 
title to jurisdiction, since your Con- 
vert makes that a point, better than 
either of them possessed. There 
is atale told, and believed too, sir, 
that this same Augustine manifested 
no striking example of the character 
ofhis master’s religion, and there 
are spots here and there in that 
country where christian blood was 
shed, by men stimulated to the deed, 
as is said, by those who came to 
them as messengers of the gospel of 
peace. Long, sir, did popery stretch 
her heavy arms over that devoted 
church, and her days were passed 
in superstition and ignorance; but 
when the light of printing opened 
the charter of salvation to her sight, 
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she shook off the cumbrous load, 
and claimed that liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free. The 
orders of the church of England, 
then, were not derived from the 
Whore of Babylon, nor her first 
bishofis sent by Anti-Christ. 

Proposition 12th. The Protest- 
ant controvertists in Queen Eliza- 
beth’s days, discovered the validity 
of the fofiish orders, and conse- 
quently all orders derived from 
them. An evident proof that no man 
in those days, thought of appealing 
to a Barlow or Scory, or a Lambeth 
register to prove the validity of his 
orders. 

I am getting tired of my task. sir, 
but as your reverence is propably 


unable to appreciate the cause of. 


my weariness, I willproceed. Your 
Convert alleges in support of this 
preposition, what he states to have 
been written by Whitaker, Fulke, 
and Sutcliffe, men of whose writings 
and reputation, I must allow 1 am 
so unfortunate as to know little or 
nothing. But were I to admit that 
the scurrilities which he produces 
as from their works, could have 
fallen from the pens or lips of any 
respectable English divines, yet I 
must wholly refuse to allow that 
whatever two or three of her writers 
may chuse to assert shall be taken 
as the settled judgment of the church 
of England on any point on which 
her opinions areexpressed in her 
formularies; and thus, sir, I take 
his evident proof entirely out of his 
hands. The authorised formularies 
of the church are alone to be ap- 
pealed to her for her doctrines, and 
they are sufficient to show what was 
the opinion of her divines, in the 
time of Elizabeth, and all times sub- 
sequent. 

The greater part of this proposi- 
tion has been noticed under others. 

Proposition 13th. The English 
orders, even sufifiosing their validi- 
ty, cannot, either on the prrincifiles 
uf Catholics or Protestants, give 
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any jurisdiction or spiritual power 
to the persons ordained. 

The distinction that an act may be 
valid, and yet ineffectual to the pur- 
pose for which it is performed, is to 
my mind, sir, idle and worthless. 
If, as your Convert asserts, ‘both 
the ordainer and ordained are ex- 
communicated heretics,’ then surely 
they can have ne power to convey a 
valid christian ordination. And in 
the very next sentence, he asserts 
this identical principle. For he says 
“in the principles of Protestants, 
those from whom they pretend to 
derive these orders,”? meaning, as I 
suppose, the Pope, or church of 
Rome, “were both heretics and idol- 
aters, and consequently had forfeited 
all jurisdiction and frower in the 
church of Christ; and therefore 
could not give what they had not.”’ 
This is his own language; and your 
reverence will certainly allow, that 
your Convert has here refuted him- 
self in a much better manner, than 
I, with all my confidence, could have 
done it for him. 

Proposition 14th. The English 
orders, to every thinking man, must 
at best afifiear very doubtful. And 
Proposition 15th. It cannot be safe 
for any christian to continue in @ 
communion, where there are no or- 
ders of true bishofis and priests, or 
at least no certainty of such orders. 

These are the Convert’s final pro- 
positions, and are in their effect on 
the question, but inferences or de- 
ductions from the rest, supposing 
them established. Your reverence 
I hope, will not be displeased with 
me, when I say, that I am perfectly 
willing to leave them to their fate. 

And now, right reverend sir, hav- 
ing patiently, if not minutely exam- 
ined these terrible propositions, 
which I doubt not the author sup- 
posed neither would, nor could be 
refuted, bear with me, a little longer 
while I say a word upon their spirit 
and character. 

This writer calls himself a Con- 
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vert, and his book sufficiently evi- 
dences, in its spirit and temper, that 
he was an apostate from the church 
of England. Thereis a persevering 
animosity evidenced in many of his 
remarks, which agrees with this opin- 
jon; and which, moreover, argues 
the entire absence, in his heart, of 


that charity which is the bond of 


herfeciness. Itis to no purpose, to 
say, in excuse, that a similar want 
of forbearance is to be found in the 
writings of many Protestants, in 
times past; for the reformation was 
a revolution which set the minds of 
men afloaton a sea as troubled as 
old ocean itself when the thunder 
rolis along its surface, and the winds 
and waves are in_ boisterous con- 
test. It was the very error of that 
age to be intolerant, and unforgiving, 
and to heap upon an adversary coals 
of fire. Inthis sin, you will certainly 
ailow, sir, the Papists were as deep, 
at the very least, as their opponents. 
Ch! sir, would that the war had been 
confined to words, however severe, 
—that the page of history which tells 
of England’s bloody tribunal, and 
of the flames of Smithfield, 
“When persecuting zeal made royal 

sport 
With tortured innocence in Mary’s court, 
And Bonner, blithe as shepherd at a 

wake, 
Enjoyed the show, and danced about the 

stake;”’ 
would there had been no cause for 
that painful page. That dreadful 
season indeed has fully passed away 
and we now hear of it only in the 
tales of other tirnes. Permit me, 
however, to say that the spirit of 
Bonner breathes upon many a page 
of your Convert’s book; and when I 
read it, sir, I felt a sensation of glad- 
ness, that his anathemas could kindle 
no fires, and that, such men, can 
now only war with words, 

Your Convert, sir, was not simply 

a Convert. I mean that he was not 
in so humble a situation as to be 
merely absolved from his Protestant 
sins, and reconciled to the o/d re- 








ligion,as he calls it, and which I 
may, with as much propriety, call, 
the religion of the dark ages. He 
had advanced somewhat in its mys- 
teries :—he had learnt upon what 
volumes, Lider prohibitus had been 
stamped by the Aoly office, and he 
opened none of them:—very proba- 
bly, he had become one of those 
conspirators against the peace and 
welfare of mankind, the Jesuits. 
Many of his statements in this ap- 
pendix are so written as to beara 
sense which he could never have in- 
tended to justify, and accordingly 
by a miserable criticism on verbs 
and prepositions he would find a way 
to escape. Allow me to say, sir, 


that in this disgraceful practice he 


has had some humble imitators in 
this favored land. Your reverence 
has, doubtless, heard of a certain fa- 
ther Edelin of Maryland, a priest of 
your own church, who when some 
Bibles had been distributed in his 
parish by a Protestant agent of a Bi- 
ble Society, collected them into his 
own hands, and suffered a story of 
his having burnt them to go abroad. 
When inquired of as to the truth of 
this, he gave, at length, in writing, 
the reasons which he said had de- 
termined him to burn them, or de- 
stroy them in any way he thought 
proper; and yet, sir, when the pub- 
lic indignation was about to vent it- 
selfupon him, it was discovered, 
that he had not had the courage to 
do, what he seemed so very desi- 
rous to be thought to have done! 
A few years since another Convert, 
accused, ina pamphlet, a Protestant 
bishop of having repeatedly expres- 
sed a wish to die in the catholic 
church, meaning the Roman Catho- 
lic church. Every minister of the 
English, and American Protestant 
Episcopal church, who has occasion 
in a sick room to use a certain 
prayer, prays in this language— 
‘that when we shall have served 
thee in our generation, we may be 
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munion of the Catholic church,” &c. 
It is wholly undeniable that the term 
Catholic is here used in its exten- 
sive, legitimate, and not in its secta- 
riansense. No manof ordinary un- 
derstanding would say that every 
clergyman who has used this prayer 
has in so doing expressed a wish to 
die in the communion of the church 
of Rome. And vet, without doubt, 
sir, this was all the foundation your 
American Convert bad for his ex- 
traordinary and daring reproach, 
and by some such explanation as 
this if he had been closely pressed, 
would he have shaken off his shame! 
But, right reverend sir, I have most 
probably exhausted your paticuce, 
and I must allow, that I am sufh- 
ciently wearied myself. I will, there- 
fore, lay down my pen for the pre- 
sent, but as I have no fears either 
of martydom or of the Inquisition, 
I may take it up again in some fu- 
ture hour of leisure, and show to 
those to whom it may not be fully 
evident, that in whatever else your 
Convert has alleged in this volume, 
against the English church, and the 
English reformation, he has abused 
them, and given abundant proof 
that his own cause was desperate. 
W ith all due respect to your rev- 
erence, I subscribe myself, 
_A Protestant Episcopa.ian. 
February 1826. 





For the Theological Repertory. 


Mr. Editor—Permit one who has 
long taken a deep interest mn the 
welfare of the church, to address 
a few remarks to the public through 
the medium of your Magazine. 

During a short time of relaxation 
from some business which had call- 
ed me to Washington, I paid a visit 
to my friends of Alexandria, after an 
absence of some years. Of the ma- 
ny changes which had taken place 
within that period, none struck my 
mind with so much force, certainly 
ene with so much pleasure, as 
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the establishment of a Theological 
School in that city. Every addition- 
al facility of improvement, afforded 
to those who are preparing for the 
duties of the sacred office, must be 
viewed with pleasure by those who 
regard a well informed ministry as 
necessary to the full success of the 
gospel. Itis pleasing to a father, 
who, in some respects at least, con- 
siders itas a misfortune, that that 
time of iis life, which is usually de- 
voted to education was passed at an 
early period in the history of our 
country, to witness the numerous 
and increasiag means ol instruction 
put within the reach of the rising 
generation. The 
those who are associated in an in- 
stitution where they can receive ine 
struction from several learned pro- 
fessors, must, of necessity, be great- 
er than can be enjoyed by those, 
who study separately with individual 
teachers. 

I have the honor of being person- 


| ally acquainted with but one of the 


professors at Alexandria, but I learn 
from the united voice of all who are 
acquainted with the cthers, that they 
are men who would be an honour to 
any institution of the kind. And 
from the number of education so- 
cieties formed throughout the state 
in aidof the objects of this seminary, 
it should seem that Christians gen- 
erally appreciate its value, and take 
a lively interest in its prosperity. 
There is, however, one method of 
contributing to its usefulness, which 
appears to have been, in some de- 
gree overlooked by those who want 
neither the means nor the disposi- 
tionto do good. It is that of in- 
creasing the library. Much has 
already been done by the liberality 
of several individuals, as appears 
from inspecting a catalogue of do- 
nations; but those books given from 
private libraries are not always the 
most necessary or immediately use- 
ful. 

The subject, then, to which I 
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would call the attention of a portion 
of your readers is this. 

As one who is desirous that the 
church may be blessed with the la- 
bours of men of learning as well as 
piety, men who shall be able to give 
to all the reason of the hope that is 
in them; | would recommend, that 
at the last prayer meeting in each 
month, a contribution be taken up 
inthe Episcopal churches in Vir- 
ginia. That the clergyman of each 
parish take charge of this money 
and place it at the disposal of the 
professors of the Theological Semi- 
nary at Alexandria, to be employed 
by them in making additions to their 
library. This measure is recom- 
mended from the full conviction, 
that, if adopted, it will be of essential 
service to the church; for to that, 
and similar institutions, she must 
look for those who, bv God’s bles- 
sing, are to build up the waste pla- 
ces of Zion; as well as those who 
will soon be called upon to occupy 
the stations where now the aged 
servants of the Lord are dispensing 
the word of life. 

That He, from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift, may 
long continue that Seminary a bles- 
sing to,his Church, is the fervent 
prayer of your humble servant. 

Hooker. 





Translated for the Repertory from Fe- 
russac’s “Bulletin des Sciences, &c.’’ 
for January, 1825. 


Seventh Centurial Jubilee of the introduc- 
tion of Christianity into Pomerania by 
Otho, Bishop of Bamberg; celebrated 
the 15th June, 1824. 


Pomerania is the part of Germa- 
ny into which the light of Christianity 
penetrated the latest. Its seograph- 
ical position, and the nature of its 
population, originally composed of 
Sclavonic tribes, sufficiently explain 
the delay. The cities of Bremen 
and Hamburg already possessed 
Episcopal Sees; Denmark and Scan- 


INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY INTO POMERANIA. 
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dinavia bowed before the Cross; Po- 
land was a Christian state; and Prus- 
sia, though still Pagan, but feebdly re- 
sisted the introduction of Christianity, 
while Pomerania and the Isle Rugen 
stil! worshipped idols and sacrificed 
to the false gods, Triglaf, Swantevit, 
Porevit, &c. The merchant, who ar- 
rived at these savage coasts, was 
compelled from regard to safety 
carefully to conceal his being a chris- 
tian; and the efforts of numerous mis- 
sionaries had been repulsed with 
contempt and threats,—sometimes 
even with the shedding of their 
blood. 

Among the pictures which the his- 
tory of Christianity presents, nothing 
is better suited to stir the affections 
than the contemplation of the holy 
enthusiasm which animated these 
apostles of the true worship, whose 
heroic, supernatural exertions tri- 
umphed over every obstacle and ac- 
complished that which seemed im- 
possible. Such was Otho, Bishop of 
Bamberg. Listening only to the Spi- 
rit speaking in his heart, he left his 
peaceful habitation, renounced his 
rank in society and sacrificed ali the 
enjoyments of life, to accomplish on 
the shores of the Baltic Sea the glo- 
rious work which has procured him 
the appellation of the Apostle oi 
Pomerania, and afterward the Ca- 
nonization which Rome bestows on 
exalted Christian virtue. 

We cannot here enumerate all 
the obstacles which he had to over- 
come, when in 1124, he appeared 
for the first time within the limits of 
Pomerania, and how much wisdom, 
patience and gentleness he had to 
exercise before he could win his way 
into the stern affections of his hear- 
ers, build churches and chapels, and 
erect the provisionary Bishopric 0! 
Julin. Upon his return to Bamberg 
and when his personal presence and 
his intellectual superiority had ceas- 
ed to operate upon the still waver- 
ing minds of his new converts, they 
soon returned to their former wo! 
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ship, and Otho was obliged, in 1128, 
to make a second visit to lead back 
into the good paths his wandering 
flock. Christianity was now estab- 
lished and took deep root. Its in- 
troduction invited in a new Saxon 
population; and the native race, 
crowded back into narrower and 
narrower limits, exists at present on- 
lv on the banks of the Leda, in eas 

tern Pomerania, under the name of 
Kassubes, and faithfully retaining its 
manners and language. 

The city of Pvritz still venerates 
the fountain of St. Otho, situated 
near its gates. It was here thatthe 
venerable bishop baptized his first 
converts, to the number of 7000. 
This event, whose date is, with con- 
siderable probability, fixed at June 
18th, 1124, was well suited as an 
occasion for celebrating the 7th Cen- 
turial Jubilee. The idea was con- 
ceived by M. Sack, President of 
Pomerania, and was universally ap- 
proved. It obtained the approba- 
tion of the King of Prussia, who or- 
dered that the Jubilee should be 
celebrated as a religious festival, 
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and that the youth of all the schools 
in the province should beara part 
in it, In order to awaken in them 
sentiments at once religious and 
patriotic. Various works on the 
object and importance of the so- 
lemnity were published. The cele- 
bration took place on the 15th June, 
1824, throughout Pomerania, and 
was consecrated at Pyritz and some 
other cities by founding schools, 
houses for widows and orphans, and 
many other charitable and useful 
establishments. 


TRraNsLaTor’s Note.—Milner gives an 
excellent character of Otho, though he 
says but little regarding him. See his 
Church History, Century xii. chapter 7. 
it may be allowed to a Protestant to 
doubt the propriety of canonizing Otho 
or any other sinful mortal, however 
closely he may have trod in the footsteps 
of his Saviour;—and still more the uni- 
form discrimination ascribed to the Ro- 
man See above, in its selection of models 
of Christian virtue for this high honour. 
There is really reason to fear that in the 
Calendar of Saints there are not a few 
who make but a sorry figure in com- 
parison with the company they are in, 

NOSTREBOR. 








Biterary and Philosophical Kutelligesnce. 


REMARKS UPON THE PUBLICA- 
TION OF SERMONS, &c. 


Such a mass of pamphlet publications 
are issued every month from the Ameri- 
can press, that we are unable to furnish 
our readers even with their titles. For 
our own convenience in this particular, 
but above all for the honour of our gene- 
ral literature, we suggest the propriety 
and necessity of more discrimination in 
the matter which is thus thrown out 
upon the world. 

The interest of the occasion and of lo- 
cal circumstances, together with the 
manner of delivery, may give much im- 
pression to discourses which are far 
from being suitable for publication. 

The prevailing practice of publishing 
such a number of crude and poorly 
written sermons, orations, addresses, and | 
Speeches, we loathe and deprecate. 








Many of the authors of these produc- 
tions are men who stand high in the 
world’s estimation—some of them de- 
servedly so; and we are the more pained 
to see the thoughts and sentiments of 
master spirits coming into the world 
just half made up. 

The authors of these splendid but pe- 
rishing trifles are so fond of what is 
sparkling and somewhat out of ordinary 
usage, that they forget correctness, pro- 
priety, perspicuity, and true eloquence. 

The extemporaneous effusions of an- 
niversary occasions and of the pulpit, 
have done much to vitiate the taste of 
clergymen, and to mar the beauty and 
diminish the strength of their style.— 
But we complain most largely of want 
of substance. There is for the most 
part little evidence of thought and in- 
|| vestigation; and hence these produc- 


'' tions add nothing to our previous store, 
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and have no claim for preservation. 

We regret deeply that they are so 
often recommended to the public by the 
popular names of their authors, rather 
than by their intrinsic merits. 

The productions of imbecility and ig- 
norance, which are the spontaneous 
growth of our soil, and of which it is so 
prodigal, we need not notice. ‘The 
shelves of every book store in our coun- 
try groan under the burden of these 
airy nothings, and there is no prospect 
of relief. “Non tali auxilio nec defen- 
soribus istis tempus eget.” 

Whether regard be had to the taste of 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 





the nation at home or tothe character | 


of our literature abroad, we earnestly 
conjure those who design soon to pub- 


lish, to dwell closely and long upon) 


their subjects 


ment. 
Our national legislature has already 
given us the character of babblers, may 


we not add to this reproach the reputa- | 


tion of being scribblers? 

No unfriendly feeling towards any 
individual authors has prompted the 
foregoing remarks, but we felt compell- 


until their minds are_ 
wrought up to the height of their argu- | 





ed by a sense of duty to record our re- | 
monstrance against the publication of | 
so much matter that is altogether un-. 


called tor by the state of public knowl- 
edge and taste, and altogether unwor- 
thy of our intellectual and literary char- 
acter. 

Those who step forward to represent 
the nation, to enlighten its ignorance, to 
herald its fame, and adorn its literature, 
should not present such an unseemly, 
such an inadequate picture. 

The Editor of the Repertory has late- 
ly received from Mr. Ashmun in Africa, 
a Memoir of the sufferings and hardships 
and ultimate and we hope permanent es- 
tablishment of the Colony at Mesurado. 

We have perused the manuscript with 
an interest which has rarely been excit- 
ed in us before. It is written perspicu- 
ously, and with much neatness and force. 

We hope soon to see it published, and 
have no doubt that it will be read with 
avidity throughout our country. 

Itis accompanied with a chierographic 
map of the settlement and circumjacent 
country, which will add much to its va- 
lue and interest. 

We have never seen any production, 
which so satisfactorily developes the na- 
tive character of the African, as this Me- 
moir by Mr. Ashmun, 
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Recently published “Christianity and 
Literature, in a series of Discourses; by 
T B. Balch, Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church at Snow Hill, Md.” This work 
is not so much distinguished by force of 
reasoning, as by elegance and animation 
of style. 


HISTORY OF THE U. STATES. 


Ata meeting of the American Acad- 
emy of Language and Belles Letters in 
the city of New York, in 1820, a resolu- 
tion was passed offering a premium of 
four hundred dollars and a gold medal 
to the American citizen, who should 
within two years produce the best writ- 
ten History of the United States, and 
which, with such history, should contain 
a suitable exposition of the situation, 
character and interests, absolute and re- 
lative, of the American Republic; calcu- 
lated for a class book in academies and 
schools. Hon Judge Van Ness, Rev. 
Dr. McLeod and Jacob Morton, Esq. 
were appointed the committee to exam- 
ine the manuscripts offered, and decide 
which was entitled to the premium.— 
Four books were offered by different 
authors, and the premium for the best 
History was awarded to the Hon. Salma 
Hale, of Keene. This book has been 
published in New York. Its style is neat 
and perspicuous; its narrations methodi- 
cal, concise, and at the same time em- 
bracing more facts than any other book 
of the size extant on this subject; and, 
what is its best recommendation to us, 
it breathes throughout that spirit stirring 
patriotism which is calculated to impress 
on the mind of youth an ardent attach- 
ment to our republican institutions. 

[M. H. Patriot.) 


CONTRIBUTIONS OF Q. Q. WITH 
OTHER PIECES. 


Another work has just appeared in 
this country, with the welcome and 
highly respected signature of the late 
Miss Jane Taylor: and to all persons 
concerned in the education of the young, 
particularly to parents, we recommend 
it as a book containing the soundest 
principles concerning literature, moral- 
ity and religion, and calculated as well 
to please as to inform the minds o! 
children. It is chiefly composed of # 
series of essays originally written for the 
Youth’s Magazine, and partaking very 
strongly of the character of her previous 
writings: the same intimate knowledge 
of the infantile mind, the same easy an¢@ 
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agreeable style, and the same bright 
and. affecting illustrations of moral and 
religious principles. Every one, we 
think, must feel while reading this book, 
that it is calculated to afford much in- 
struction, to the parent, as well as to 
the child, on the important subject 
of education; that it is well worthy to 
be introduced as a family book, be- 
mg replete with useful lessons to 


young and old. To those who are ac- 
quainted with works of this description, 
and have witnessed the good effects 
which they have produced, particularly 
when used in families of chiidren, it will 
be unnecessary to say that the subject 
is deserving of particular attention, and 
the book of a patronage proportioned to 
the high character which the author 








established by her life and writings. 








Ueligious Xntelligence. 


CONFIRMATION AT CHUNAR. 


The Missionary Register for February 
last states that “the Bishop of Calcutta, 
with the Archdeacon, spent Sunday the 
12th of September, 1825, at Chunar. 
Vhe Archdeacon gives the following 
highly interesting account of the day:— 

“At Chunar, | may say, we beheld 
more than had been previously told us. 
On Saturday morning the 11th of Sep- 
tember, 57 of Mr. Bowley’s congrega- 
tion were admitted to confirmation, to- 
gether with nearly the same number of 
Europeans.—Next day a still greater 
number of native Christians communica- 
ted, together with a large number of 
Europeans, Several gentlemen came 
up from Benares, and some officers from 
Sultanpore; among them were Mr. Fra- 
ser, Mr. Morris, and Mr. Addington: 
these with Mr. Greenwood, and Mr. 
Bowley, made a greater number of c/eri- 
ei than are tu be met with in one place, 
on this side of India, out of Calcutta. 
The whole had the appearance of a ju- 
bilee; and the fine church, which the 
bishop calls handsome and appropriate, 
was entirely filled. ‘This service was in 
the morning: the heat was not oppres- 
sive, though the service continued from 
seven till ten o’clock. The bishop 
preached, in English, on the parable of 
the good Samaritan; and here, as at Se- 
erole, ministered to the native Christians 
m Hindoostanee. I had here the plea- 
sure to assist in administering the Lord’s 
supper; and with no ordinary feelings— 
partaking, I trust, of gratitude to the 
God of all grace—l beheld the bles- 
sed fruits of the gospel, in the improved 
religious state of so many, both Europe- 
anand native Christians, in the place 
where I entered on my ministry in this 
country.—In the afternoon worship was 











held in Hindoostanee, when Mr. Morris 
Vol. 7...N0. 10.57 


read prayersand Mr. Bowley preached. 
One aisle was filled with native Chris- 
tians, the other by natives; among whom 
towards the upper end, were 2V or 50 
respectable Hindoo inhabitants of Chu- 
nar, several of whom seem on the very 
threshold of the kingdom of God ‘The 
middle of the church was occupied by 
Europeans.” 





From the Christian Remembrancer for 
March, 1826. 

We copy the following account from a 
West-India paper, of an incident which 
occurred during the performance of some 
religious services in Trinidad. 

“An accident of a very alarming nature 
happened at Savanna Grande on the 10th 
instant. The Rev. Mr. Jeston proceeded 


ito the settlement of free Americans on 


the 9th, and gave notice that he would 
the next day solemnize the marriage 
ceremony between those who wished to 
enter into that state, and baptize such 
children as were presented to him for 
that purpose, The room in which these 
ceremonies were performed, was the 
same that the Bishop of Barbadoes had 
used for the same purpose some months 
previous; upwards of 50U persons assem- 
bled, and after thirty couples were mar- 
ried, Mr. Jeston, feeling oppressed with 
heat, retired for a few minutes into an 
adjoining room, whilst Mr. Mitchell, the 
commandant, remained behind, taking 
down the names of the children to be 
baptized. Immediately on Mr. Jeston’s 
retiring, the settlers crowded into the 
room in such numbers, that their accu- 
mulated weight occasioned the floor to 
give way, and ina moment all were pre- 
cipitated into a room below; and altho’ 
a large mangle, weighing more than 150 
pounds, fell at the same moment, and 
rolled down amidst them, not a bone was 





oe Se 


ie ee 


a . 
in OA el thee Bo 





A450 sANDWICH 


broken, nor any material injury received 
by any person present. So extraordinary 
was their escape, that even the untaught 
minds of these poor settlers attributed 
their safety to the hand of God; ‘they 
were not hurt,’ they exclaimed, ‘because 
they were about God’s service.’—After 
an hour had elapsed, Mr. Jeston, having 
first strongly impressed upon their minds 
that the Almighty would in like manner 
always defend them and be their friend, 
if they obeyed his word; and having re- 
turned thanks to God for his merciful 
providence, proceeded with the bap- 
tisms. The number of free American 
settlers baptized was more than 100, 
(most of them children;) and that of 
couples married, 35; and when it is 
known that most of these persons had 
walked six miles for the above purposes, 
none can doubt the desire they have to 
be taught the duties of Christianity. 
The chair on which Mr. Jeston had, a 
moment before the accident happened, 
been sitting, was crushed almost to pow- 
der; not a board of the floor remained in 
its proper position. One poor woman, 
who was in the room at the time with a 
child in her arms, threw it, in her terror, 
out of the window, and fortunately a 
person standing below caught it in his 
arms; which saved the infant’s life, as 
the height from which it was thrown was 
16 or 17 feet. We understand that it is 
totally impossible to describe the horror 
felt by those who, in comparative safety, 
witnessed the scene. The crash of the 
falling floor—the piercing cries of the 
women seeking their children—the dis- 
traction of those who, at the moment, 
concluded that those dearest to them 
had met with a sudden and fearful death, 
rendered the whole a scene so painful 
and agonizing, as it seldom falls to the 
lot of the human heart to witness, and 
such as once witnessed, it can never for- 
get.’—The Port of Spain Gatette, Oc- 
tober 22, 1825, 


SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


Messrs. Thurston and Bishop, in 
a letter to the Corresponding Secre- 
tary of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, dated Kairua, Feb. 17, 1825, 
remarks, that there were then near- 
ly 40 schools on the single Island of 
Hawaii; and that many villages 
were wailing for teachers and books. 


ISLANDS. MAY, 


| [hey also say, “Had we the means 
of extending the number of Schocls 
as widely as the door is opened to 
'receive them, we have no doubt, 
‘that 10,000 persons on this Island 
‘might this year be taught to read 
with accuracy and ease, the Word 
|of God in their own language.”— 
| These are most encouraging facts; 
| and in respect to the Island of Ma- 
ni, there are others still more en- 
couraging. From the Journal of 
Mr. Richards, stationed at Lahaina, 
it appears evident, that during the 
early months of 1825, there was a 
seriousness and attention among: the 
people, that might fitly be termed 
a revival of religion. Persons fre- 
quently called on him at midnight, 
to converse on the interests of their 
souls: and females, to the num- 
ber of 27, were in the habit of meet- 
ing by themselves, every evening at 
sunset, for the purpose of prayer.— 
Under date of April 19th, Mr. Ri- 
chards says, “As I was walking this 
evening, I heard the voice of pray- 
er in six different houses, in the 
course of a few rods. I think there 
are now not less than 50 houses in 
Lahaina, where the morning and 
evening sacrifice is regularly offer- 
ed to the true God. The number 
is constantly increasing; and there is 
now scarcely an hour in the day, 
that I am not interrupted in my re- 
gular employment, by calls of per- 
sons anxious to know what they mav 
do to be saved.’ Under date of 
April 21st, he writes, ‘For four days 
our house has not been empty, ex- 
cept while the door has been fasten- 
ed. When I wake in the morning, 
I find people waiting at the door to 
converse on the truths of the Scrip- 
tures. Soon Hoapiri, wife and train, 
come and spend the day; and after 
the door is closed at evening, we 
are interrupted by constant calls, 
and are not unfrequently awaked at 
midnight, by those who wish to ask 
questions. Houses for prayer, are 








multiplying in every part of the vil- 
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lage, and the interest, which is mani- 
fested on the concerns of eternity, 
is such as, only six nionths ago, I 
did not expect would be seen, even 
for a whole generation.”” The reli 
gious public will await, with great 
interest, the arrival of further intel- 
ligence from this station. 





MARTYRDOM OF A MONK. 


The martyrdom of a monk of the 
convent of the Virgin Mary, in Araonythe, 
says a Zante paper, is the subject of ad- 
miration among the faithful here. This 
old man having been brought up by 
the Turks before the tribunal of Rous- 
chid Pacha, who asked him what his 
name was, answered, “Ambrose.” “Your 
country??? demanded his persecutors. 
“The monastery of the holy Virgin,” re- | 
plied the monk. ‘And your dwelling?? 
“My dwelling places,” said he, “were 
these rocks, until they were levelled by 
your soldiers; and soon,” lifting up a 
cross at the same time, “my dwelling 
will be in heaven.” “What have you 
done with the sacred vessels of the 





church?” “I have rescued them from 
the defilement of your soldiers.” “Where | 
are they?” That secret rests with my- | 
self,’ “Speak!” “You may put my 
body to the rack; God only has power 
over my soul.” They immediately be- 
gan to apply the torture; not a word, 
however, escaped him but “Lord have 
mercy on me!” They drove sharp in- 
struments under his finger nails, but the 
martyr glorified God, and prayed for his 
persecutors, who, enraged by his pa- 
tience of suffering, impaled him, and 
left him to perish in view of the trenches 
of Missilonghi. This news was commu- 
nicated by a Piedmontese deserter. 


i 


DOMESTIC. 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Board 
of Directors of the “Society for Educa- 
ting pious young Men for the Ministry of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church,” was 
held at Alexandria, D. ©. in St. Paul’s 
Church, on the 27th ultimo. 

Notwithstanding the Conventions of 
the Dioceses of Virginia and Maryland 
being so near at hand, about the usual 
number of Clergymen were present, 
sume of whom were from a distance, 








The interest taken in this Society is very 
animating to its friends; and the success 
which attends it, should excite to still 
more fervent prayerand persevering ex- 
ertion. May the blessing of the Lord 
continue to rest upon it. 

The Treasurer’s report presents a ba- 
lance in favour of the Society, which to- 
gether with the funds paid in on the day 
of meeting, amounts to $849 19, 

Four Beneficiaries were received on 
the day of meeting, and some other ap- 
plications were laid before the Standing 
Committee. 

Among other business transacted, was 
the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That when application is 
made to this Society for assistance, it 
shall be the duty of the Secretary to in- 
form the applicant, that in becoming a 
beneficiary, he is distinctly understood 
to come under obligation to continue his 
studies for such a period asthe Stand- 
ing Committee, guided by the provisions 
of the canons of the Church, may direct. 

Moneys paid in at the meeting — 

By the Female Auxiliary Society of 
Georgetown, to constitute the Rt. Kev. 
Bishop Chase and the Rev. Horatio N. 
Gray life members, - - $60, 

Collection in St. Mark’s Parish, 
Frederick county, Md. - - 5. 

Donation by Rev. J. L. Bryan, 5. 

Rev. J. L. Robertson, by Mr. Keith, 10. 

Rev. T. G. Allen’s subscription, 1. 

Received since the meeting — 

From the Hon. David Buel, Jr. of 
Troy, New York, - - $7 50 

From the Female Education So- 
ciety of Brooklyn, Long Island, N. 
York, by T. I. Chew, Esq. 50 00 

An Auxiliary Society was formed last 
month, in the congregation of Christ 
Church, called “The Female Benevo- 
lent Society of Christ Church, Washing- 
ton, D. C.”? It has commenced with 30 
members. 

The following is an extract from a 
letter received a few days since by the 
Secretary — 

“Dr. Sir: [ am appointed by a small 
Society of Ladies belonging to the Epis- 
copal congregation in this place, to give 
you, as you requested some time since, 
an account of the object of their associ- 
ation. Feeling deeply interested in the 
Education Society, we determined late 
in the month of October last, to meet to- 
gether on Thursday afternoon in every 
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week, and make up little articles for 
sule; the proceeds of which should be 
applied to its benefit. We commenced 
entirely without funds, and have met 
with many obstacles through the winter, 
but hope, with the Divine blessing, to 
succeed better in time to come. ‘The 
Ladies object to sending their names; 


but if you still think it necessary, will | 


yield their wishes to yours. Enclosed 
you will receive $20, with our best wish- 
es for the prosperity and success of the 
Society.” 


It is not at all important that the | 
names of the officers requested, should | 
The only object aimed at | 


be furnished. 
in asking the names of the President and 


Secretary, (for it was the names of those | 


only, and not the names of all the mem- 


bers of the Society, that were asked) | 
was that the Secretary might know to | 


whom he should send the communica- 
tions of the parent Society when direct- 
ed to be made. For this purpose it was 


desirable to know the name of one or | 
both of these oflicers, and the post-office | 
to which communications may be direct- 


ed, If desired by ladies, their names 
need not be published in the Repertory, 
though communicated to the Secretary. 


The name of the auxiliary society and | 
the t2me when formed, are necessary, in | 


order tliat a correct record may be kept. 
To furnishing these, there can, it is be- 
lieved, be no objection; and those who 
have not yet done so, will confer a fa- 
vour by complying with the request of 
the Secretary. 

The Legislature of Louisiana has pass- 
ed a law, that no person shall, after the 
first of June, 1826, bring into the State, 





any slave or slaves of any description | 


whatever, with the intent to sell or hire 
the same, under the penalty of being 
punished by in prisonment not exceed- 
ing two years, and fined in a sum not ex- 
cceding one thousand dollars, and for- 
feiture of the slaves. 

Versons becoming citizens of the State, 
are allowed to introduce slaves for their 
own use, but are prohibited to sell or 
exchange them within the term of two 
years, under the penalty of forfeiting 
them. Bona fide citizens are permitted 
to do the same, under the same restric- 
tion. 


ORDINATIONS. 
By the R:. . e.. Dr. Bowen, on 


Thursday, March 16, 1826, in St. 
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John’s Church, Charleston, S. C. 
the Rev. Zraomas H Taylor, Dea- 
con, was admitied to the holy order 
of Priests. And on Wednesday, 
May 10, in the same Church, Dr. 
Bowen admitted the Rev. Edward 
Thomas, Deacon, to the holy order 
of Priests. 

On Wednesday the 12th of April, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart held 
an ordination in the chapel of All 
Saints’ parish, in the city of New 
York; when Samuel Seabury, John 
A. Clark, and John W. Webber, 
were admitted to the holy order of 
Deacons. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
TrentuH Report. 
Abridged for the New-York Observer. 
Receipts, number of Bibies printed, Gc. 


The receipts into the treasury, 
and the circulation of the Scriptures, 
have both again exceeded those of 
the preceding years: the former by. 
6578 dollars, and the latter by 3881 
Bibles and Testaments. 

During the year there have been 
printed at the Depository, or are now 
in the press, 34,250 Bibles, viz. in 
English, 28,250; Spanish, 4000; 
French, 2000; and 46,750 Testa- 
ments, viz. in English, 44,750, and 
in French, 2000; making a total of 
Bibles and Testaments for the pre- 
sent year of 81,000, which added to 
451.902, the number stated in the 
Ninth Report, makes a grand _ total 
of FivE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TWO 
THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND TWO 
BipLES AND TESTAMENTS, or parts 
of the latter, printed from the stereo- 
type plates of the Society, or other- 
wise obtained for circulation during 
the ten years of the Society’s exist- 
ence. 

Some unexpected delay has oc- 
curred in the publication of a Pocket 
Bible, but the plates are completed, 
and an edition of two thousand copies 
has been put to press. 

The total number of Bibles, Tes- 
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taments, &c. issued from the De- 
pository of the Society during the 
year ending the Ist inst. is 67,134 
copies, which added to 372,913 
Bibles and Testaments, and parts of 
the latter, issued in former years, 
make the whole number issued from 
‘the Depository, from the commence- 
ment of the Institution, 440,047. 
These are exclusive of those issued 
by the Kentucky Bible Society, and 
printed from this Society’s plates, 
and of those which have been pro- 
cured by auxiliary societies from 
other quarters. 

Among the copies of the Scrip- 
tures issued during the past year, 
there has been a considerable ac- 
cession to the number of those in 
foreign languages, particularly in 
the Spanish. In foreign languages 
the copies have been, Spanish 
Bibles, 2705; French do. 203; Ger- 
man do. 157; Dutch, 1: Total Bibles, 
$066. Spanish Testaments, 2681; 
German do. 261; Portuguese do. 1: 
Total Testaments, 2943. ‘Total 
Bibles and Testaments in foreign 
languages, 6009. 


Grants of Bibles to Societies, Sc. at 
home and abroad. 

Various applications have been 
received from missionaries, labour- 
ing in the Islands of the West In- 
dies, for supplies of the Scriptures 
for their respective congregations, 
whicl: were represented as anxious 
to possess the volume, but unable 
to procure it. Several grants were 
made to such individuals during the 
preceding year; but the Board learn- 
ing that an active Society existed in 
the Island of Antigua, a central posi- 
tion, from which supplies could be 
readily forwarded to the various 
islands, on the recommendation of 
judicious friends, made to that So- 
ciety a grant of 200 Bibles and 400 
Testaments, and referred the indi- 
vidual applicants to that source for 
supplies. On the application of the 
American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions, the Manager 








granted a supply of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, in English and Spanish, to the 
Missionaries in the Sandwich 
Islands, for supplying vessels fre- 
quenting those places, and to enable 
them to embrace opportunities of 
sending the latter to the opposite 
western coasts of Spanish Ameri- 
ca. 

Some French and Spanish Scrip- 
tures were entrusted to a gentleman 
visiting the Island of Hayti, who has 
disposed of the former by sale, and 
solicited an additional supply. He 
states that they were bought with 
avidity, and that the priest at the 
place in which he resides, is favour- 
able to their distribution, and even 
publicly in his sermons recommends 
their perusal. 

Among the grants to Domestic 
Societies, is one which deserves 
particular notice. A society in the 
northern part of the State of New- 
York, (induced by the example of 
the county of Monroe,) having in- 
vestigated its wants, and finding that 
to supply the numerous families 
destitute of the Bible, required 
means exceeding their present abi- 
lity, presented an application for as- 
sistance, through their Secretary, 
who himself volunteered an offer of 
100 dollars, if the Managers would, 
in addition to what this sum and the 
amount of their funds would pur- 
chase, grant a small donation of 
Bibles, to enable the Society to fur- 
nish a copy of the Word of God to 
every family. The overture was 
gladly accepted, and provision has 
thus been made for placing the holy 
volume in every house in that coun- 
ty. The total donations of the So- 
ciety during the past year is 16,547 
Bibles and Testaments; value $10- 
541 88. 


Want of Bibles at home. 
Although so much has been done 
for furnishing foreign countries with 
the oracles of God, the funds of the 
Society must be multiplied to sup- 
ply the wants of a destitute and 
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rapidly increasing population in our 
own country. A gentleman inti- 
mately acquainted with the State of II- 
linois, and who is Secretary of one 
of the Societies there, writes, that at 
a very moderate estimation, one 
fourth of the 12,000 families com- 
posing the population of that state is 
unsupplied with the Scriptures. 
From the reports of Bible Societies, 
it appears that in Wayne county, 
Ohio, 654 families have been found 
destitute of the Scriptures, although 
five of its towns are yet unexplored; 
in Brown county, in the same State, 
985 families are in a similar condi- 
tion; in one district of Scott county, 
Kentucky, out of 559 persons sub- 
ject to taxation, 260 were found 
destitute of the Scriptures; in an- 
other district, 267 out of 400; and 
in another, 237 out of 562! In Ala- 
bama, in nine of the thirty-six coun- 
ties of the State, embracing the long- 
est settled, and most highly improv- 
ed parts of the state, 2378 families 
are destitute of the Scriptures, while 
only 2695 families in the same coun- 
tics were supplied. It is estimated, 
that in the other counties 7134 fa- 
milies are destitute. In the state of 
Indiana, containing 40,000 families, 
it is estimated that not more than 
half have an entire Bible. 

Other facts of a similar character 
might be presented from other states 
of the West and South. But the 
Western and Southern States are 
not the only places afflicted with 
this famine of the bread of life. In- 
vestigations made under the direc- 
tion of Bible Socicties in different 
parts of the State of New-York, dis- 
close facts equally painful to every 
Christian heart. From these inves- 
tigations, it appears that in Oswego 
county, one fourth part of the fami- 
lies do not possess an entire copy of 
the Holy Scriptures; in nine of the 
towns in Livingston county, not less 
than 277 families; in Tioga county, 
500; and in Alleghany county, and 
some of the adjoining settlements, at 
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least one thousand families are des- 
titute of the Bible! The Society of 
St. Lawrence county found 716 
families in the same situation within 
their bounds, and, we are happy to 
add, took immediate measures for a 
complete supply. These Societies 
in the State of New-York have been 
led to these investigations by the 
noble example of their sister institu- 
tion in the county of Monroe; and 
each of them, like that institution, 
has resolved not to cease its labours 
until every family within its bounds 
shall have a Bible, 


Auxiliaries and Agents. 

The number of Societies auxiliary 
to the American Bible Society, is 
gradually increasing. Fifty-four 
have been recognised during the 
last year, making the whole number 
of Auxiliary Societies at present, 
506. 

Dr. Nathaniel Dwight has been 
employed as an agent in Rhode 
Island, Maine, Vermont, and New 
Hampshire; the Rev. Mr. Peck, has 
been continued an agent in Mis- 
sourl, Illinois, and Indiana, where he 
has been instrumental in forming, 
since he first commenced his agen- 
cy, 39 auxiliaries; and the Rev. J. B. 
Waterbury, was employed at first 
in the counties of Hampshire and 
Hampden, in Massachusetts, where 
he formed 32 Male and Female 
Bible Associations in 17 towns, and 
collected $681; and afterwards in 
the northern part of Georgia, in 
company with the Rev. G. W. 
Ridgely. 

Prisons supplied with Bibles. 

Many of the Prisons and Peniten- 
tiaries of our country have been sup- 
plied with Bibles through the me- 
dium of Auxiliary Societies, by the 
agency of the Rev. Louis Dwight, 


who voluntarily devoted a portion of 


the past year to ascertain the spirit- 
ual wants of those places. 


Donations to the Society, &c. 
The following table presents a 
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condensed statement of the sums re- 
ceived by the Society from each of 
its different sources of income: 
Donations from Auxiliary So- 


cieties, $10,640 68 
Donations from Bible Socie- 
ties, not Auxiliary, 94 71 


Remittances for Bibles, from 

Auxiliary Bible Societies, 24,605 93 
Remittances for Bibles from 

Bible Societies, not Auxil- 


iary, 1,677 14 
Donations from Benevolent 

Societies, 32 v0 
Legacies, 2,510 00 
Ministers, Directors for Life, 120 00 
Laymen, do. do, 590 006 
Ministers, Members for Life, 1,168 00 
Laymen, do. do., 1,220 00 
Annual contributions, 506 07 
Donations from individuals, 2,321 32 
Jongregational collections, 474 45 


Proceeds of Bibles, &c. en- 
trusted to individuals for 
sale, or gratuitous distribu- 


tion abroad, 344 87 
Sales to individuals, entitled 

to purchase, 3,152 55 
Rent from Printer and Bind- 

er of parts of house, 700 00 
Dividend on stock, and inter- 

est on temporary loans, 661 50 
Interest on money loaned to 

Trustees of Building, 642 30 


Donations to the sinking Fund, 

for paying debt on Society’s 

House, 573 85 

A donation of eight hundred dol- 
lars has been received through the 
hands of a gentleman in Boston, 
from an unknown individual, and 
appropriated by him to supply the 
descendants of Ishmael with the 
word of life. This amount has been 
remitted to the Treasurer of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, with 
a request that they should furnish 
the American Missionaries at Malta 
with copies of the Scriptures in 
the Arabic and other suitable lan- 
guages, to the above amount, as 
they may order the same, for distri- 
bution among the persons contem- 
plated by the benevolent donor. A 
legacy of $500 has been received 
from Mr. Daniel Burger, and ano- 
ther of $2000, from James Thomp- 
son, Esq. both of this city. A val- 








uable donation of 10 shares in the 
bank of Newbern,”> N. C. worth 
$1000 at par, has been received 
from Dr. Elias Hawes of that place. 

It will be perceived that $573 
have been contributed during the 
year by individuals to the sinking 
fund, established to pay the debt on 
the Society’s house. This sum, to- 
gether with the ordinary income 
from the sinking fund, viz: $957 70, 
has reduced the debt, which origi- 
nally, on the firstof May, 1823, was 
$13,190, and at the last anniversary 
$11,251, to $9,720. 

Operations of the Society in Fo- 
reign countries. 

After noticing the death of the 
Rev. Dr. Woodhull, formerly one 
of the secretaries for Domestic cor- 
respondence, and of the Rev. Mr. 
Crane, assistant Secretary elect, 
the report proceeds to a brief ac- 
count of the Foreign operations of 
the managers. 

Through the medium of the 
Montreal Bible Society in Lower 
Canada, the donation of 400 copies 
of the Gospel according to St. John, 
in the Mohawk language, has been 
faithfully distributed among the In- 
dians residing at the Lake of the 
two mountains, and at St. Regis: 
and also among those at the Caugh- 
nawaga village, who, it is said, re- 
ceived the Word of God with ex- 
pressions of joy and gratitude. As 
a pleasing instance of the prompt 
and independent spirit of these chil- 
dren of the forest, it is stated that 
the Indians at Caughnawaga, being 
members of the Church of Rome, 
convened a council of their chiefs, 
to deliberate upon the propriety of 
receiving the Scriptures, and they 
unanimously resolved that all their 
people should be left at liberty to 
accept of the Gospel. 

Several other parts of the New 
Testament have been translated in- 
to the Mohawk language, which it 
is the intention of the managers to 
publish as soon as they have un- 
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dergone a revision that may test 
their accuracy; and the expectation 
is entertained that ultimately the 
whole New Testament will be fur- 
nished to that portion of the abori- 

ines of our country, commonly 
called the Six Nations. The want 
of competent translators has hither- 
to imposed difficulties in the way 
of its accomplishment. 

The managers have availed them- 
selves of every practicable method 
of obtaining accurate knowledge of 
the various channels through which 
the Scriptures might be introduced 
into every part of Mexico and South 
America. They have, accordingly 
appointed a standing committee, 
for the distribution of the Scriptures 
in Foreign languages, whose efforts 
will be particularly directed to the 
wants of the newly established re- 
publics of the South. 

The establishment of the National 
Bible Society at Bogota for the Re- 
public of Colombia, is considered by 
the managers aS among the most 
auspicious events in the history of 
the Bible Societies; and they have 
remitted to it a donation of 800 
Spanish Bibles. A letter to the 
managers, from an American gen- 
tleman in Mexico, states that the 
Scriptures are pladly received by 
all classes of tne community. He 
gives itas his opinion that 10,000 
copies could be at once circulated 
among the inhabitants of that place. 

From Mr. Brigham, an agent of 
the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, who 
has resided for several years in 
South America, the Managers have 
received frequent and interesting 
communications. Mr. B. has visit- 
ed the Republics of Buenos Ayres, 
Chili, Peru, Colombia, and Mexico; 
in each of which he disposed of a 
number of Spanish Testaments.— 
He remarks that the people in these 
countries are becoming more en- 
lightened every day. In Peru, Co- 
lombia, and Mexico, such was the 
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prevailing anxiety to possess the 
Scriptures, that he could have sold 
many thousands more than were 
entrusted to hiscare. He express- 
es the opinion that not more than 
2000 Bibles have ever been distri- 
buted in Mexico, among a popula- 
tion of 7,000,000 of souls, and that 
nearly the same distribution pre- 
vails in all the other sister Repub- 
lics. Some of the Spanish clergy 
are very favourably disposed to the 
circulation of the sacred Scriptures. 
A gentleman in Mexico, writes 
that a Priest from a town 3 or 4 
miles in the interior, purchased at 
cost and charges, the box of Bibles 
which had been forwarded to the 
agent in that city, and expressed a 
desire for a larger supply. This 
correspondent assures the Mana- 
gers that this is not a solitary case. 
The Board have made several 
grants of Spanish Bibles and Testa- 
ments to various agents in Mexico 
and South America, to meet the 
demands in those countries; and se- 
veral hundred copies of the Spanish 
Scriptures have been purchased at 
the Depository in New-York, by 
merchants and others trading to 
South America. Bibles purchased 
atthe Depository for a dollar and a 
half, have been sold in the city of 
Mexico, in quantities, for five dol- 
lars, and retailed as high as seven 
and a half; such is the demand for 
the sacred volume in regions so 
long deprived of this inestimable 
treasure. 

Several other Bible Societies, not 
auxiliary to this institution, exist in 
the United States, in New Bruns- 
wick, Nova Scotia, and Upper Cana- 
da. The Philadelphia Bible Socie- 
ty in particular, is actively and suc- 
cessfully engaged in the great work 
to which they have for so many 
years devoted their attention. ‘The 
Board rejoice in their growing pros 
perity. 
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